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Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox Church

45 Ideal Street, Buffalo, NY 14206


A Parish of the ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Archpriest John P. Hutnyan, Rector 	 Cell Phone: 716.681.0302

Mailing Address: 44 Benzinger Street, Buffalo NY 14206 Rectory Phone: 716.248.1306

Email: humblservant@live.com  Website: peterandpauloca.org  


September  2022


Nativity of our Most Holy Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary


September 8

The birth and early life of the Virgin Mary is not recorded in the Gospels or other books of the New Testament, however, 
this information can be found in a work dating from the second century known as the Book of James or Protevangelion.


According to the story found in this book, Mary's parents, Joachim and Anna, were childless for many years. They 
remained faithful to God but their prayers for a child were unanswered. One day, when Joachim came to the temple to 
make an offering, he was turned away by the High Priest who chastised him for his lack of children. To hide his shame 
Joachim retreated to the hill country to live among the shepherds and their flocks. As Joachim was praying, his wife Anna 
was praying at the same time at their house in Jerusalem. An angel appeared to both of them, and announced that Anna 
would have a child whose name would be known throughout the world. Anna promised to offer her child as a gift to the 
Lord. Joachim returned home, and and in due time Anna bore a daughter, Mary.


The icon of the Nativity of the Theotokos presents to us the central figures of Saint Joachim and Anna, and the mother of 
our Lord as an infant. Saint Anna is in the middle of the icon with her right hand extended toward her daughter. Likewise 
Saint Joachim is gazing upon the young child with his right hand extended toward her. Anna is surrounded by attendants 
who have assisted with the birth.


The icon directs attention to Mary as a central figure in this feast. It also acknowledges the joy that was felt by Joachim 
and Anna as new parents with a child received through a promise from God. The liturgical text of the feast acknowledge 
this joy, and confirm the special role of Mary as the mother of the Incarnate God, Jesus Christ. In this event another step 
is made in sacred history in preparation for the entrance of Christ into the world. The icon and the feast also 
acknowledged a transition from barrenness to life. This was but another foreshadowing of what would be offered through 
Christ, the transformation from death to eternal life. 


Brick Project Fundraiser	
 ____________________
Purchase a brick in the Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox Church BRICK PROJECT 
FUNDRAISER. This fundraiser creates a wonderful opportunity to honor loved ones that 
are no longer with us and their families, or to leave a living legacy now.  The brick lane 
will be placed on the left side of the church, along the church building,


Each brick will be custom engraved and then installed at Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox 
Church. This project is open to all, not just church members. Cost is $100.00 per brick. 
All profits will go to our much needed church repairs. 


Please use the enclosed ORDER FORM and mail to the church mailing address: 44 
Benzinger St., Buffalo NY 14206 or turn in when you attend Divine Liturgy.


Congratulations to Luis Oleg Rodriguez (sponsor: Antonio Rodriguez) and Aubriella Irene Rodriguez 

(sponsor: Matushka Nancy Hutnyan) on their Baptism and Chrismation into the Orthodox Church. God grant 
you many happy and blessed years!


mailto:humblservant@live.com
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GENERAL SERVICE 
SCHEDULE 


Saturday: 6:00pm Vespers            

Sunday: 9:30am 3rd & 6th 

Hours

10:00am Divine Liturgy 


1st Sunday of Month: 9:25am 
General Confession Service  

CHURCH WEBSITE: 
www.peterandpauloca.org 

CHURCH FACEBOOK PAGE: 

www.facebook.com/

SaintsPeterAndPaulBuffalo 


RECTOR

Archpriest 


John P. Hutnyan
 


PARISH COUNCIL

Martin Napierski, President 

READERS

Reader Ryan Galazka


Reader Tim Harper


THE ORTHODOX 
CHURCH IN AMERICA


The Most Blessed 

Tikhon (Mollard) 

Archbishop of 
Washington,


Metropolitan of All 
America and Canada


 
The Most Reverend 
Michael (Dahulich) 

Archbishop of New York, 
and NY & NJ

Exaltation of the Precious and Life-giving Cross


September 14

The feast commemorates the finding of the True Cross of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ by Saint Helen, the mother of the Emperor Constantine. In the 
twentieth year of his reign (326 A.D.), Emperor Constantine sent Saint Helen to 
Jerusalem to venerate the holy places and to find the sites of the Holy Sepulchre 
and the Cross. Relying upon the oral tradition of the faithful, Saint Helen found the 
precious Cross together with the crosses of the two thieves crucified with our Lord. 
But she had no way of determining which was the Cross of Christ.


With the healing of a dying woman who touched one of the crosses, Patriarch 
Makarios of Jerusalem identified the true Cross of Christ. Saint Helen and her court 
venerated the Precious and Life-giving Cross along with many others who came to 
see this great instrument of redemption.


The Patriarch mounted the pulpit and lifted the Cross with both hands so that all of 
the people gathered could see it. The crowd responded with “LORD HAVE 
MERCY!” This became the occasion of the institution in all of the churches of the 
Exaltation of the Precious Cross, not only in memory of the event of the finding of 
the Cross, but also to celebrate how an instrument of shame was used to 
overcome death and bring salvation and eternal life.


The feast is an opportunity outside of the observances of Holy Week to celebrate 
the full significance of the victory of the Cross over the powers of the world, and the 
triumph of the wisdom of God through the Cross, over the wisdom of this world. 
This feast also gives the Church an opportunity to relish the full glory of the Cross 
as a source of light, hope, and victory for Christ’s people.


“GOT SNEAKERS”

Our church has started a fundraising project called 
“GOT SNEAKERS”.  We are collecting used sneakers 
that you no longer need, which will be recycled and 
made into playground surfaces. The company will 
provide us with prepaid postage bags and we just 
drop them off to be shipped. Boxes will be provided 
in the  Fellowship Hall and in the Church Vestibule. 
Profits will go to our needed church repairs.


Also, please consider spreading the word about “GOT SNEAKERS” in your 
neighborhood. One of our members literally went around her town and asked 
her school district, gym, boys club, a local store if they would consider setting up 
a box and flyer for sneaker collection and had a lot of positive responses. Just 
offer to pick up the sneakers collected and bring them to church! Easy way to 
help out our church. We have flyers available for you to distribute.


http://www.peterandpauloca.org
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Schedule  of  Divine  Services  and  Events

	 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3	 

	 5:00pm	 CHOIR PRACTICE

	 6:00pm	 VESPERS


	 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4	 

	 9:25am 	 SERVICE of GENERAL CONFESSION with 	 	
	 	 Reading of 3rd/6th Hours after

	 10:00am 	 DIVINE LITURGY


	WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7	 

	 6:00pm	 Vesperal Liturgy for Nativity of Theotokos


	 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10	 

	 5:00pm	 CHOIR PRACTICE

	 6:00pm	 VESPERS


	 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11	 

	 9:30am	 Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 10:00am	 DIVINE LITURGY

	 	 

	 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13	 

	 6:00pm	 Vesperal Liturgy for the Elevation of Holy 	 	 	
	 	 Cross  (STRICT FAST DAY)


	 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17	 

	 5:00pm	 CHOIR PRACTICE

	 6:00pm	 VESPERS


	 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18	 

	 9:30am	 Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 10:00am	 DIVINE LITURGY

	 	 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING


	 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24	 NO CHOIR PRACTICE

	 	 NO VESPERS


	 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25	 

	 9:30am	 Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 10:00am	 DIVINE LITURGY 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

	 6:00pm	 Vesperal Liturgy for the Protection of the 	 	 	
	 	 Blessed Theotokos	


	 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1	 

	 	 5:00pm CHOIR PRACTICE

	 	 6:00pm VESPERS


	 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2	 

	 9:25am	 SERVICE of GENERAL CONFESSION with 	 	
	 	 Reading of 3rd/6th Hours after

	 10:00am	 DIVINE LITURGY


	 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9	 

	 5:00pm	 CHOIR PRACTICE

	 6:00pm	 VESPERS


ST. TIKHON’S 
MONASTERY


They are asking for support in 
helping in their loan reduction 
for St. Tikhon’s Monks’ House. If 
you care to give some support, 
please make out your check to 
“Diocese of NY & NJ” and 
designate Monks House in the 
memo section. Donations will 
be accepted till end of 
September. More information is 
available—see Father John.


CHURCH WISH LIST         
Several church and altar area 
items are desired, to replace 
existing items in very poor 
condition. If anyone is 
interested or has questions, 
please see Father John.


• Censer

• Sand Candle Stands

• Banners

• Chalice Set


NEXT PARISH 
COUNCIL MEETING         

Sunday, September 18 during 
Coffee Hour.


NEW PAMPHLETS

There are new pamphlets 
available in our stand in the 
church vestibule. Stop in and 
take one of each—learn more 
about our beautiful Orthodox 
faith.
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COLLECTING YOUR 
PLASTIC BOTTLE & 

CAN RETURNS

Save your plastic bottles and 
cans and bring them in to the 
Fellowship Hall so that our 
church can collect the deposit 
returns. This will be an 
ongoing fundraiser to help 
with our building repairs. 
THANK YOU!


WISDOM of the FATHERS


We should believe that divine 
grace is present in the icon of 
Christ, and that it 
communicates sanctification to 
those who draw near with faith.  
—St. Theodore the Studite


Are you not responsible for the 
salvation of your children? Are 
you not likely to have to give 
an account of their upbringing? 
Just as we, the shepherds of the 
flock, will give an account for 
what we have done for your 
souls, so fathers of families will 
have to answer before God for 
all the people in their home.  
—St. John Chrysostom


Oh God, our Heavenly Father, 
who loves mankind, and are 
most merciful and 
compassionate, have mercy 
upon Thy servants for whom I 
humbly pray, and commend to 
Thy gracious care and 
protection. Be Thou, O God, 
their guide and guardian in all 
their endeavors, lead them in 
the path of the truth, and draw 
them nearer to Thee, that they 
may lead a godly and righteous 
life in Thy love and fear; doing 
Thy will in all things.  — from 
A Pocket Prayer Book for 
Orthodox Christians


	 	 

THE  ORTHODOX  CROSS


The cross is the most prominent out of all Christian symbols. It is symbolic of 
the crucifixion of Christ and His suffering and death for the sins of the world. 
Constantine, Emperor of the Roman Empire, replaced the symbolic eagles of 
Caesar with the Cross of Christ, and this emblem has been the standard 
symbol of Christian faiths the world over ever since.


The Orthodox cross is distinctive, especially in that it includes the lower bar 
or foot rest set at a diagonal. There are several historical explanations for this. 
Beginning in the ninth century crucifixes began to have the additional 
footboard in the shape of a horizontal bar in addition to the earlier form 
which had had an upright bar and a single cross bar . This lower bar 
provided a place for Christ to rest his feet. Byzantine artist used this form of 

the cross regularly. 


The first Byzantine crosses had the added footboard 
placed horizontally but successive Orthodox crosses put 
the lower bar at a sharp diagonal. This change took place 
between the 10th and the 11th centuries.


One explanation of the symbolism of the Orthodox cross 
is that it serves as a graphic rebuke to those who held the 
opinion that Christ did not actually suffer on the 
cross ,but only seemed to suffer. The inclined position of 
the lower bar indicates the intense reality of the suffering 
in the flesh by Jesus as He hung on the cross. His agony 

was so intense that His nailed feet wrenched loose the nail parts of the cross 
when He thrust one foot down while drawing the other up.


Another religious interpretation of the slanting footboard is that it 
symbolizes the part played by the two thieves who were crucified with Christ. 
The thief on the right repented and is represented by the raised right side of 
the lower crossbar while the lower left side represents the other thief who 
blasphemed Christ during His crucifixion and was condemned.


The extra cross bar at the top of the Orthodox cross represents the 
inscription board nailed above Christ on the cross. The inscription “This is 
Jesus, the King of the Jews“ was written in three languages: Greek, Latin and 
Hebrew.


The Orthodox cross, with its added inscription bar at the top and the added 
slanting footboard bar below, more fully symbolizes the crucifixion than the 
commoner simple cross which has only one upright bar and only one 
crossbar.
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SAINTS PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH
45 Ideal Street, Buffalo, New York 14206

(phone) 716-681-0302

SEPTEMBER 2022
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Aug 28 

9:30am Hours
10:00am Divine
Liturgy
Mem: Mary Moskaluk

Aug 29 
BEHEADING OF ST
JOHN the BAPTIST

STRICT FAST

Aug 30 Aug 31 

Fast

1 
THE CHURCH NEW

YEAR

2 

Fast

3 

5:00pm Choir
6:00pm Vespers

4 

9:25am Gen
Confession Service
& Hours
10:00am Divine
Liturgy

5 6 7 

6:00pm Vesperal
Liturgy for Nativity of
Theotokos
Fast

8 
NATIVITY OF THE

THEOTOKOS

9 

Fast

10 

5:00pm Choir
6:00pm Vespers

11 

9:30am Hours
10:00am Divine
Liturgy

12 13 

6:00pm Vesperal
Liturgy for Elevation
of the Holy Cross

14 
ELEVATION OF THE

CROSS

STRICT FAST

15 16 

Fast

17 

5:00pm Choir
6:00pm Vespers

18 

9:30am Hours
10:00am Divine
Liturgy
PARISH COUNCIL
MTG

19 20 21 

Fast

22 23 

Fast

24 

NO CHOIR
NO VESPERS

25 

9:30am Hours
10:00am Divine
Liturgy

26 27 28 

Fast

29 30 

6:00pm Vesperal
Liturgy for
Protection of
Blessed Theotokos
Fast

Oct 1 
PROTECTION OF
THE THEOTOKOS

5:00pm Choir
6:00pm Vespers



Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox Church Page 6

SS. PETER & PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH 
ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA 

45 IDEAL STREET, BUFFALO, NY 14206  |  (716) 681-0302 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

F Cash F Check Check Number: Amount: 

Ss. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church fundraiser 02 Jun 2022 

SS. PETER & PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH FUNDRAISER 
Purchase a brick in the Ss. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church fundraiser. The fundraiser creates a wonderful 
opportunity to honor loved ones that are no longer with us and their families or leave a living legacy now. Each 
brick will be custom engraved and then installed at Ss. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church 45 Ideal Street, Buffalo, NY 
14206. 

CUSTOMER INFORMATION 

First name: Last name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip code: 

Phone: 

INSCRIPTION INFORMATION 

Each brick can be engraved with a name and/or message. All selections will be centered on the brick. Please make 
selections below. 

NAME $1ппѵ00 
Please limit your custom name to 3 lines of 16 characters maximum each. 

Line 1 

Line 2 

Line 3 

TOTAL 

PAYMENT INFORMATION 

Please include your payment with this completed form.��*./�$.ڦ�рппѵпп�+ -��-$�&ѵ� Payments can be made in the 
form of cash or check. Please make checks payable to: Ss. Peter & Paul Orthodox Churchѵ������-$�&�+ -�!*-(ѵ

Please mail all orders with checks to our church mailing address:


44 Benzinger St., Buffalo NY 14206, OR turn in to Nadia Ryan.

SS. PETER & PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH

ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA


45 IDEAL STREET BUFFALO NY 14206   716.681.0302


CUSTOMER INFORMATION

INSCRIPTION INFORMATION

PAYMENT INFORMATION

NAME/MESSAGE $100

TOTAL:

OFFICE USE ONLY
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