NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

SAINTS PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH
45 Ideal Street, Buffalo New York 14206
Mailing Address: 44 Benzinger Street, Buffalo New York 14206

Archpriest John P. Hutnyan
Cell Phone: 716.681.0302 Email: humblservant@Ilive.com

AUGUST 2025

SERVICE SCHEDULE (but always check our bulletin calendar of events for any changes)
e VESPERS — Saturday, 6:00pm

e DIVINE LITURGY — Sunday, 10:00am

® GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE — 1st Sunday of every month, 9:25am

WELCOME VISITORS

We hope you find your time with us at Saints Peter and Paul to be a true blessing from God —who knows you by
name; who knows your heart; who knows your mind; and who wants to be in a spiritual relationship with you. We
challenge ourselves and the world to love like Christ our Savior, as we pray joyfully, serve compassionately, and grow
spiritually. If you are seriously considering a new place of worship or a relocation to our area, we would love to have
you as a part of our church family. Get in touch with Father John with any questions you may have. Welcome to Saints
Peter and Paul Orthodox Church—we look forward to seeing you again.

NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING —Sunday, August 17th in the parish hall

DORMITION FASTING SEASON begins August 1 through August 15. Fasting regulations are NO MEAT and NO
DAIRY PRODUCTS the entire Dormition Fast for the strong-willed. For those of lesser will or health issues, the
minimum of fasting on Wednesdays and Fridays should be followed, with emphasis on “fasting from sin” also. This is
a time for all Orthodox Christians to take a “step away from the world” to see how close we are to Christ in our lives.

THANK YOU TO:
® EVERYONE who attended our recent church picnic, brought food and drinks, and helped in setting up and cleaning

up afterwards. What a beautiful, fun-filled day we had. It truly means a lot when you support our church activities in
the spirit of Christian love!

® Nadia Ryan who coordinated all the games and activities for the kids and adults at the picnic.

® Eddy Niemann for getting all the hot dogs and hamburgers donated for our church picnic.

® Vic and Karen Gadzik for installing our new outside side light for our entrance into the parish hall.

WE HAVE BEEN ASKED: Are there times during the Divine Liturgy that we should NOT enter the NAVE (pew section)
of the church? Yes! You should NOT enter (1) during the Gospel reading, (2) during the Epistle reading, (3) during the
reading of the Nicene Creed, and during the Consecration of the bread and wine. It is also respectful to not walk in

and out during the priest’s sermon. Just remain in the vestibule until those moments are completed...then enter.

WORK DAY at CHURCH: Saturday, August 9th
We will be scraping and painting church interior walls. Your help is appreciated.
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WELCOME TO THE ORTHODOX CHURCH! TYAHN MOSES BRUCE was baptized and chrismated into the Orthodox
faith at Saints Peter and Paul Church on Sunday, July 27th. His sponsor is Troy Brown. May our Lord bless him with
good health and happiness, and may his spiritual life increase for many years!

COFFEE HOUR: Please try to note on the sign-up sheet in the parish hall for when you would like to donate food. It
helps us know if we need to purchase items, and it also helps us to not have an unnecessary over-abundance of food.
Most Sundays we have lunch, but it’s perfectly fine to just have bagels/croissants, dessert and coffee/tea.

A FRIENDLY REMINDER that all cell phones should be turned off during the Divine Liturgy or any service.

BURIAL PLOTS AVAILABLE TO BUY —Saints Peter and Paul Church owns burial plots in Riverdale Cemetery,
Lewiston, New York. Cost is $400 per plot. If interested in buying any, please contact Father John.

UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL — St. Josaphat’s 53rd Annual Ukrainian Festival will be held Thursday through Sunday, August
14-17. There is music, Ukrainian dancers, Ukrainian arts and crafts, great food and fun!
Address: St. Josaphat, 940 Ridge Road East, Rochester NY 14621.

PLEASE, PLEASE! — we’ve had requests to ask that people NOT TALK during church and especially during Father
John’s sermons and announcements because it is preventing them from hearing him.

PLEASE NOTE THAT SUNDAY DIVINE LITURGY begins at 10:00am. Please attempt to NOT BE LATE for our Lord!

TRIP TO TRANSFIGURATION WOMEN’S MONASTERY (Ellwood City, PA): We will be visiting this monastery on
Saturday, August 30th. We will leave Saints Peter and Paul promptly at 8:00am, carpooling—depending on how many

sign up will determine how many vehicles we need to take. We will return home that night around 8:00pm. It is about a
3-hour drive. ALL ARE WELCOME to join us! PLEASE SIGN UP IN THE BACK OF THE CHURCH IF YOU WISH TO
MAKE THE TRIP. Any questions, please see Father John.

YES!! Your donation to our church can be made electronically via our website using either PayPal or a credit card/bank
card— peterandpauloca.org

EVEN THOUGH IT IS THE SUMMER SEASON and many are vacationing, please remember the expenses of the
church continue every month, and we greatly appreciate your support and generosity to God’s church.

BRICK PRAYER GARDEN: We have been told that the prices have been raised. We are still offering the bricks for $100
per brick. Any questions, see Nadia Ryan.

FUTURE EVENTS at our PARISH

Sunday, August 3rd Blessing of Honey (our church will provide)

Sunday, August 10th Blessing of Fruit/Vegetables in honor of Transfiguration of our Lord
Sunday, August 17th Blessing of Flowers/Herbs in honor of the Dormition of the Theotokos
Saturday, August 30 TRIP to TRANSFIGURATION WOMEN’S MONASTERY (Ellwood City PA)

Sat./Sun., November 1-2  VISITATION of ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL to our PARISH

August 2025
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August 6: The Transfiguration of our Lord

The Gospel according to St. Matthew (17:1-9) tells us how Jesus went up on Mt. Tabor with His disciples Peter, James
and John, for the purpose of prayer. There they beheld Him transfigured by the grace of God, and saw a vision in which
the Patriarch Moses and the Prophet Elias spoke with Him. They were filled with the realization that He was the
Messiah, and were ready to worship Him, because they realized the divine power that was in Him. It is the custom of the
Church on this day or the following Sunday, to bless the first-fruits and vegetables of the yearly harvest, and to pray that
God will grant an abundance of the fruits of the earth in due season.

August 9: St. Matthias

St. Matthias was one of the seventy disciples of Jesus who had been with Him from the beginning of His ministry. After
Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus and himself died, the Disciples came together to choose another to take his place. The
choice fell upon Matthias, who henceforth became one of the Twelve leaders of the Christians (Acts 1:15-26). St.
Matthias is believed to have carried out his apostolate in Ethiopia, where he at last met death at the hands of some of the
uncivilized people he went out to convert.

August 10: St. Lawrence

St. Lawrence was the Archdeacon of the Bishop of Rome, and was in charge of the finances and goods of the Church.
During the persecution under the Emperor Valerian in 258 AD, Lawrence was seized with his Bishop, St. Xystus. The
officials thought that the Deacon would reveal to them where the Church money was kept, so they did not immediately
kill him; during that time, he gave the monies all to the poor. When the Romans found it out, they roasted him on a
gridiron by way of emphasizing what they considered to be the error of his ways of financial administration.

August 14: Micah the Prophet

Micah was a contemporary of the great Prophet Isaiah; he lived during the third quarter of the eighth century before
Christ. Micah was not a theologian, but spent his time denouncing evildoers who robbed the poor, and made the hard
life of the lowly even harder. He looked upon the hostile Assyrians as the means whereby the Kingdom of Judah was to
be punished for its wrongs. Micah reminds us of the first great Prophet, Amos, for whom the greatest sins were those of
man’s inhumanity to man.

August 15: The Dormition (Falling Asleep) of the Blessed Theotokos

This is the fourth of the great Feasts kept in honor of the Mother of Jesus. In preparation for the Feast, the Church
ordains a fast to be observed for two weeks beforehand, from the first day of August. The Church usually honors the day
of the death of a Saint, on the theory that departure from this world is equivalent to translation into the blessedness of
heaven; with this in mind, the passage of our Lord’s mother from this earthly sphere into the eternal presence of her
divine Son is regarded with special significance. In the hymnology of the Orthodox Church and especially in the
beautiful poetry of St. John of Damascus, reference is made to this belief of the assumption of the body to heaven. St.
Andrew of Crete also makes reference to it in his sermon on The Dormition of the Mother of God. The Orthodox and the
Roman Catholics differ on this belief. The Catholics have made the Assumption a part of dogma. As yet, Orthodox have
not done so. In addition, the Orthodox believe that the Virgin Mary died in Jerusalem, whereas the Roman Catholics
believe she died and was buried in Ephesus. The Orthodox visit the site of her tomb in Jerusalem at the Mount of Olives.
Flowers and herbage are usually blessed on this feast or the Sunday following.

August 24: St. Eutyches the Hieromartyr and Disciple of St. John the Theologian

St. Eutyches was a disciple of St. John the Theologian and a fellow laborer of the holy Apostle Paul. He preached the
Gospel in many places, pulled down the idols’ temples, and suffered imprisonments and many torments at the hands of
the idolaters. He finally reposed in peace in old age in his native city of Sebastia, near Tarsus.

August 2025



Page 4

PSALM 23
(for the work place)

The Lord is my real boss, and I shall not want.
He gives me peace, when chaos is all around me.
He gently reminds me to pray and do all things without murmuring and complaining.

He reminds me that He is my source, and not my job.
He restores my sanity every day and guides my decisions that I might honor Him in all that I do.

Even though I face absurd amounts of e-mails, system crashes, unrealistic deadlines, budget cutbacks,
gossiping co-workers, discriminating supervisors, and an aging body that doesn’t cooperate every morning,
I still will not stop—for He is with me!
His presence, His peace, and His power will see me through.

He raises me up, even when they fail to promote me.
He claims me as His own, even when the company threatens to let me go.
His faithfulness and love are better than any bonus check.
His retirement plan beats any 401k there is!

When it’s all said and done, I'll be working for Him a whole lot longer—and for that, I BLESS HIS NAME!

HOW DEEP ARE OUR SPIRITUAL ROOTS?

Trees are marvelous aspects of God’s creation. They come in so many varieties: the powerful giant redwoods, the sturdy
oaks, the abundant fruit-bearers. Yes, they are all so different yet they all have one important thing in common: their
deep, strong roots. When we speak of our “roots,” more often than not we are referring to where we were born and raised,
or perhaps to the source of our cultural heritage. This term, however, might be best applied in describing our “spiritual
connection” with our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Christians who are strongly rooted in Christ, indeed, are powerful and sturdy, bearing fruit with all their labors—like
trees drawing nourishment through their roots from the earth in which they are grounded. Christians are nurtured by
planting themselves firmly in the “good soil” which is our Savior.

Christ Himself proclaimed: “I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him bears much fruit, for
without Me, you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered, and they
gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.” (John 15:5-6) The meaning here should be obvious to us.
We must attach ourselves to the Lord if we expect to accomplish anything worthwhile in life. The Church Fathers tell us
that these words of our Lord carry great meaning. The “vine” and its “branches” constitute the Church, united by Christ.
True life flows from the “vine” to the “branches,” and if they are cut off from the “vine,” they will be spiritually dead.

Church history is filled with examples of pious people who sought this connection to Christ. They could have put down
their roots elsewhere, choosing their “nourishment” from other sources. Doing so certainly might have meant temporary
fortune or fame for them. But they understood that only Jesus could provide permanent sustenance. So how strong are
our spiritual roots? May we strive to live our lives based on the premise proposed by St. Paul, who boldly proclaimed: “I
can do all things through Christ, Who Strengthens me.” (Phil. 4:13)

August 2025
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UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS at STS. PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH

Friday, August 1

Saturday, August 2

Sunday, August 3

Wednesday, August 6

Friday, August 8

Saturday, August 9

Sunday, August 10

Wednesday, August 13

Friday, August 15

Saturday, August 16

Sunday, August 17

Saturday, August 23

DORMITION FAST BEGINS
6:00pm: AKATHIST SERVICE to our Lady of Sitka

6:00pm: VESPERS

Venerable Isaac, Dalmatus, and Faustus, Ascetics of the Dalmatian Monastery
9:25am: GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE/Reading of 3rd/6th Hours
10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

Blessing of Honey

Transfiguration of our Lord on Mount Tabor (transferred to Sunday)
6:00pm: AKATHIST SERVICE to All Saints of North America

6:00pm: AKATHIST SERVICE to our Lady of Sitka

10:00am: WORK DAY at church to scrape/paint the church interior walls
6:00pm: VESPERS

Holy Martyr and Archdeacon Lawrence of Rome

9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

Blessing of fruit/vegetables in honor of the Transfiguration of our Lord (bring fruits and
vegetables to be blessed)

6:00pm: AKATHIST SERVICE to All Saints of North America

Dormition (Falling Asleep) of the Theotokos (transferred to Sunday)

NO VESPERS at Saints Peter and Paul
5:00pm: PAN ORTHODOX VESPERS at St. George Orthodox Church (Niagara Falls, NY)

Martyr Myron, Presbyter of Cyzicus

9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

Blessing of flowers/herbs in honor of the Dormition (Falling Asleep) of the Theotokos
(bring flowers/herbs to be blessed)

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

2:00pm: SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE — Sarah Hutnyan and Brett Warunek
NO VESPERS at Saints Peter and Paul

August 2025
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Sunday, August 24 Hieromartyr Eutychius, disciple of St. John the Theologian
9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours
10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

Friday, August 29 Beheading of St. John the Baptist (transferred to Sunday)
STRICT FAST DAY! (No meat, no dairy products)

Saturday, August 30 8:00am: Leave church for Spiritual Pilgrimage to Transfiguration Women’s Monastery in
Ellwood City, PA — Returning to church 8:00pm
NO VESPERS at Saints Peter and Paul

Sunday, August 31 The Placing of the Sash of the Most-holy Theotokos
9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours
10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

BE A RESPONSIBLE CHRISTIAN PARENT

If parents do not accept the responsibility of educating their children, if children are not brought to Church regularly and
on time, if children do not learn how to worship God and do not believe worshipping God is a

priority, if other activities take precedence to God and Church on Sunday mornings...why would they want to come to
Church when they are grown up and on their own? What path have they been taught?

As the Church Fathers instruct us — we are only guardians of our children. We will be held accountable before Christ
Himself on how they were brought up in His love, joy and peace. Please make the Church a priority in your family’s life.
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