
SERVICE SCHEDULE (but always check our bulletin calendar of events for any changes)

VESPERS — Saturday, 6:00pm

DIVINE LITURGY — Sunday, 10:00am

GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE — 1st Sunday of every month, 9:25am


WELCOME VISITORS 

We hope you find your time with us at Saints Peter and Paul to be a true blessing from God—who knows you by 
name; who knows your heart; who knows your mind; and who wants to be in a spiritual relationship with you. We 
challenge ourselves and the world to love like Christ our Savior, as we pray joyfully, serve compassionately, and grow 
spiritually. If you are seriously considering a new place of worship or a relocation to our area, we would love to have 
you as a part of our church family. Get in touch with Father John with any questions you may have. Welcome to Saints 
Peter and Paul Orthodox Church—we look forward to seeing you again.


CHRISTMAS LENT (ADVENT)—began November 15th and runs through December 24th

Sometimes this period is called “St. Philip’s Fast,” because it begins on the day after his feast day. It is a 40 day 
period of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving by Orthodox Christians in the 40 days leading up to Christ’s Birth. This fast 
involves abstaining from meat and dairy products. It is seen as a time for spiritual preparation and reflection, focusing 
on repentance and preparing the soul for the Nativity of Christ. If you haven’t had a good start to this fasting period, 
begin your fasting now!


NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING —Sunday, December 28th in the parish hall

 


SAINT NICHOLAS VISIT and NATIVITY PLAY — JOIN US! 
Join us on Sunday, December 7th for Divine Liturgy, a visit from Saint 
Nicholas, lunch and a beautiful Nativity Play!


• 10:00am - Divine Liturgy begins

• Saint Nicholas visits during Liturgy

• Lunch in our Parish Hall

• Nativity Play by our children and 
young adults


NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Mailing Address: 44 Benzinger Street, Buffalo New York 14206 

Archpriest John P. Hutnyan 
Cell Phone: 716.681.0302       Email:  humblservant@live.com  

DECEMBER 2025

mailto:humblservant@live.com


Page 2

DECEMBER  2025

SAINTS PETER AND PAUL’S CHOIR 
A number of years ago we were unexpectedly presented 
a time without a choir director. We moved forward with 
the task of continuing to sing, as best as we could, with 
the priest literally directing the choir from the altar with 
guidance and by giving out the pitches.


The choir has done so well without a director from the 
beginning weeks, and I continue to be proud of how well 
you sing each and every week. For those of you not 
musically inclined, it is not easy to sing as a choir and 
not have a director standing right in front of you, and still 
sound GOOD!


Archbishop Michael always compliments how beautifully 
you sing when he visits as he did a few weeks ago, and 
our Diocesan Dean, Father Alexey Karlgut, was amazed 
at how wonderful you sounded that weekend!


And we are growing! Thank you to all the choir members 
who sacrifice a lot at times, to be there almost every 
Sunday. And to the new members, thank you for your 
interest in helping to make our services beautiful!


And if you don’t realize it, you are a BIG help to me, by 
being there and singing, and I greatly appreciate you!


— Father John 

A FRIENDLY REMINDER that all cell phones should be 
silenced during the Divine Liturgy or any service.


BRICK PRAYER GARDEN: The price to engrave the 
bricks have been raised. We are still offering the bricks 
for $100 per brick. Any questions, see Nadia Ryan. Many 
thanks to those who supported this church fundraiser!


CHRISTMAS SERVICES & EVENTS: 
• Wednesday, December 24th - CHRISTMAS EVE

Nativity of our Lord Compline Service, 5:00pm

Holy Night Supper after the service


• Thursday, December 25th - CHRISTMAS DAY 

DIVINE LITURGY, 10:00am


COFFEE HOUR: We hope you enjoy our coffee hours/
lunches. Please consider bringing a dish one Sunday. Or 
if easier for you, bring some bagels or a dessert. Please 
be mindful of when we are in a FASTING PERIOD, no 
meat or dairy products can be used.


PLEASE NOTE ON THE COFFEE SIGN-UP SHEET 
WHEN & WHAT YOU ARE BRINGING, so we don’t have 
too much food or so we don’t go out and purchase 
unnecessary items for our coffee hour. 


WE ALSO ALWAYS NEED HELP IN CLEANING UP 
AFTER LUNCH (carrying leftovers and dishes into the 
kitchen, washing and drying dishes/pans, wiping down 
the tables, etc.)


We greatly appreciate those who cook, donate, snd 
clean up afterwards.You make it possible to have 
enjoyable fellowship with our church family!


THANK YOU TO: 
Marcia Kushner, for sewing our Buffalo Bills bowties and 
Buffalo Bills aprons (which were raffled and realized a 
profit of $205 for the church).


David DeVantier, for fixing our left front door of our 
church, which was swollen shut after our past rains.


Nadia Ryan, for organizing another successful Buffalo 
Bills football party.


The following who took the time to help decorate the 
church and parish hall for the Christmas holidays and 
Nativity Play:


Nadia Ryan	 	 	 Matushka Nancy 
Kimberly Rodriguez	 	 Aubriella Rodriguez 
Heidi Bender	 	 	 Antonio Jean 
Destin Balabasz		 	 Kyrie Balabasz 
Kamaron Balabasz 

HOLY NIGHT SUPPER: December 24th following the 
Compline Service which starts at 5pm. Bring a STRICT 
FAST dish to share, if you can. 
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LIVES OF THE SAINTS AND FEAST DAYS 
 

DECEMBER 6:  Saint Nicholas                                                                                                                      

Nicholas was born about 275 A.D. in Myra, a town of Lycia in Asia Minor. His uncle was the bishop of the town, and 
educated little Nicholas for a career in the Church. In due time the boy was ordained by his uncle, and finally 
succeeded him as Bishop. All his life, Nicholas was devoted to children; the most famous story about him concerns a 
man who because of extreme poverty had agreed to sell his three children into slavery. St. Nicholas heard of it and 
came in the night, leaving behind him a bag with enough money in it to save one child. Three times he came secretly, 
so that the man would not know where the money came from. On the third night the man saw him, and asked the 
saint’s forgiveness, because he had nearly sold his children as slaves. Because of this and similar acts, St. Nicholas 
had become the patron saint of children, and the type of the cheerful giver of good gifts. In northern Europe his name 
became changed to Santa Claus, and as such every child has heard of him.

 

DECEMBER 11-17:  The Sunday of the Holy Forefathers

The Sunday that falls between the eleventh and seventeenth of December in each year is kept in remembrance of all 
the pre-Christian patriarchs, prophets, and forefathers of Israel, from Adam through Abraham and Moses, and down 
through the prophets Isaiah and Elijah to St. John the Baptist. This remembrance foreshadows the Nativity, on which 
Christ the Messiah entered into the world, fulfilling expectations of the early prophets.

 

DECEMBER 12: Saint Spyridon the Wonderworker, Bishop of Tremithus

St. Spyridon was a bishop on the island of Cyprus, about the year 300 A.D. During the persecution which took place 
under the Emperor Diocletian, Spyridon was sentenced to lose an eye, and to work in the mines. He bore up through 
all these penalties, and took part in the First Ecumenical Council at Nicea, in 325 A.D. He was held in great regard 
because of his venerable piety, and had great fame as a wonder-worker. His endurance in adversity made him to be 
regarded as a model bishop, since this quality was early recognized as one of the most important a bishop could have, 
and one of the most necessary.

 

DECEMBER 18-24: The Sunday of the Genealogy

The Sunday before Christmas is called the Sunday of the Genealogy. It falls each year between December 18 and 24, 
and is the Sunday of Preparation for Christmas. The day before Christmas is kept as the vigil of Christmas. On 
Genealogy Sunday the beginning of the Gospel according to St. Matthew (1:1-25) is read, which gives the list of 
ancestors of St. Joseph, the husband of Mary, the Mother of Jesus. This Gospel tells of the vision Joseph had 
concerning the birth of Jesus. St. Joseph is regarded by the Church as the foster-father of Jesus, and to him was 
entrusted the care of the Christ-child during the early years of His life.

 

DECEMBER 22:  St. Anastasia

Anastasia was a woman of Rome. She was educated by St. Chrysogonus, and remained a Christian in spite of her 
marriage to a wealthy pagan. After her husband died, she occupied herself in works of charity, especially towards 
those who were imprisoned for the faith. She with others went to Illyria with St. Chrysogonus, when he was taken there 
as a prisoner. She was finally arrested and taken with some two hundred other Christians to the island of Palmarola in 
the Gulf of Gaeta, and martyred there. Anastasia was well known, and her career was famous all around the 
Mediterranean.  
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SERVICES & EVENTS 
at SAINTS PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH 

                                                                                                                                                         


	 Saturday, December 6	 6:00pm: VESPERS


	 Sunday, December 7 St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan 
	 	 9:25am: GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE, Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

	 	 Visit by St. Nicholas with gifts for children of our parish

	 	 Lunch followed by NATIVITY PLAY 

	Wednesday, December 10	 6:00pm: SMALL COMPLINE SERVICE for Nativity Fast


	 Saturday, December 13	 6:00pm: VESPERS


	 Sunday, December 14 Sunday of the Forefathers 
	 	 9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom


	Wednesday, December 17	 6:00pm: SMALL COMPLINE SERVICE for Nativity Fast


	 Saturday, December 20	 6:00pm: VESPERS


	 Sunday, December 21 Sunday before the Nativity of Christ / Sunday of the Holy Fathers

	 	 9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom


	Wednesday, December 24	 Eve of the Nativity of Christ 
	 	 STRICT FAST DAY 
	 	 5:00pm: NATIVITY COMPLINE SERVICE

	 	 Holy Night Supper afterwards (STRICT FAST)


	 Thursday, December 25 Nativity According to the Flesh of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ 
	 	 Adoration of the Magi: Melchior, Caspar, and Balthasar 
	 	 Commemoration of the Shepherds in Bethlehem who were watching their flocks

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom 

	 	 Merry Christmas!


	 Friday, December 26 Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos (transferred to Sunday) 
	 	 FAST FREE DAY!


	 Saturday, December 27	 Feast of Protomartyr Archdeacon Stephen (transferred to Sunday)

	 	 6:00pm: VESPERS
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SERVICES & EVENTS 
at SAINTS PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH 

                                                                                             (CONTINUED)                                                        


	 Sunday, December 28 Afterfeast of the Nativity of Christ 
	 	 9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

	 	 Parish Council Meeting


	Wednesday, December 31 New Year’s Eve (Please be safe!) 
	 	 FAST FREE DAY! 
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