NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

SAINTS PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH
45 Ideal Street, Buffalo New York 14206
Mailing Address: 44 Benzinger Street, Buffalo New York 14206

Archpriest John P. Hutnyan
Cell Phone: 716.681.0302 Email: humblservant@live.com

JULY 2025

Saint A
SERVICE SCHEDULE (but always check our calendar of events for any changes) Mother ?)}r;he T;;:;otokos

e VESPERS — Saturday, 6:00pm
e DIVINE LITURGY — Sunday, 10:00am
° GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE — 1st Sunday of every month, 9:25am

WELCOME VISITORS
We hope you find your time with us at Saints Peter and Paul to be a true blessing from God —who knows you by

name; who knows your heart; who knows your mind; and who wants to be in a spiritual relationship with you. We
challenge ourselves and the world to love like Christ our Savior, as we pray joyfully, serve compassionately, and grow
spiritually. If you are seriously considering a new place of worship or a relocation to our area, we would love to have
you as a part of our church family. Get in touch with Father John with any questions you may have. Welcome to Saints
Peter and Paul Orthodox Church—we look forward to seeing you again.

NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING —Sunday, July 13, 2025 in the parish hall

THANK YOU:
® Vic and Karen Gadzik for fixing the church lawnmower, the door of the shed, and back door of the parish rectory
® Dave DeVantier for installing a new faucet in parish hall kitchen

WE HAVE BEEN ASKED: Are there times during the Divine Liturgy that we should NOT enter the NAVE (pew section)
of the church? Yes! You should NOT enter (1) during the Gospel reading, (2) during the Epistle reading, (3) during the
reading of the Nicene Creed, and during the Consecration of the bread and wine. It is also respectful to not walk in
and out during the priest’s sermon. Just remain in the vestibule until those moments are completed...then enter.

COFFEE HOUR: Please try to note on the sign-up sheet in the parish hall for when you would like to donate food. It
helps us know if we need to purchase items, and it also helps us to not have an unnecessary over-abundance of food.
For those who don’t cook or bake, your monetary donations help us purchase supplies. We always appreciate your
generosity for our fellowship time together!

A FRIENDLY REMINDER that all cell phones should be turned off during the Divine Liturgy or any service.

CHURCH WORKDAY: SATURDAY, JULY 12th, starting at 10:00am

~ Gutters will be repaired/installed on the parish rectory

~ We will be scraping the plaster off some walls and around windows of the church. Bring a scraper (if you have one),
bring a small ladder, wear old clothes

"’ CHURCH FAMILY PICNIC and BLESSING of VEHICLES: Sunday, July 20th. Join us for a fun day and bring
7‘§ the family! Grilled meats will be provided. If you are able, sign up in the parish hall to bring a side dish,
munchies, dessert, water, etc.
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CANDLE PRICES at Saints Peter and Paul Church:
® Thin candles - $1.00

® Thick candles - $2.00

e 7-day votive candles - $4.00

INVITE A FRIEND TO CHURCH: They just may be looking for a new spiritual home.

BURIAL PLOTS AVAILABLE TO BUY —Saints Peter and Paul Church owns burial plots in Riverdale Cemetery,
Lewiston, New York. Cost is $400 per plot. If interested in buying any, please contact Father John.

PLEASE — we’ve had requests to ask that people NOT TALK during church and especially during Father John’s
sermons and announcements because it is preventing them from hearing him.

DISTINGUISHED DIOCESAN BENEFACTORS are needed by our NY/NJ Deaneries. Your generosity makes a real
difference! With your financial support, our Diocese strengthens missions, helps struggling parishes, provides
\" funds to sponsor youth events and educates future clergy.

/\

renovate the parish rectory. We have MANY upcoming repairs needed on our church building — our parishioners

A number of years ago, this Diocesan fund made a very large donation of $26,000 to Sts Peter and Paul to

need to support this diocesan fund; you never know when the Diocese will offer us support again with our huge repairs
needed on the church. Join us in this vital work—donate today! ANY AMOUNT is accepted. Please see Fr. John.

Our parish DIOCESAN BENEFACTORS DONATIONS so far for this year...
+ RODRIGUEZ FAMILY - $100 in memory of grandmother, Nina Jean

» FATHER JOHN & MATUSHKA NANCY HUTNYAN - $350

« SAINTS PETER & PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH - $100

PLEASE NOTE THAT SUNDAY DIVINE LITURGY begins at 10:00am. Please attempt to NOT BE LATE for our Lord!

FOR SALE in our Parish Hall:
Bracelets, necklaces, bookmarkers - made & donated by Aubriella Rodriguez

Scarves, dish towels, scrub pads - made & donated by Mrs. Irene Veronin
NEW! Earrings made & donated by Kristina Carpenter

ALL ITEMS ARE HANDMADE, AND ALL SALES ARE DONATED TO OUR CHURCH FOR REPAIRS TO OUR
BUILDINGS. Please be sure to give your payments to Father John so he can turn them in to the treasurer.

TRIP TO TRANSFIGURATION WOMEN’S MONASTERY (Ellwood City, PA): We will be visiting this monastery on
Saturday, August 30th. We will leave Saints Peter and Paul at 8:00am, carpooling—depending on how many sign up will

determine how many vehicles we need to take. We will return home that night. It is about a 3-hour drive. ALL ARE
WELCOME to join us! Any questions, please see Father John.

YES!! Your donation to our church can be made electronically via our website using either PayPal or a credit card/bank
card— peterandpauloca.org

PLEASE REMEMBER that the expenses of Saints Peter and Paul are ongoing, even through the summer months.
Please give generously towards the ministries of our parish!
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BRICK CAMPAIGN: We have a few bricks left to be purchased for our Brick Prayer Garden. Place your order now
before the price goes up! $100 per brick. Any questions, see Nadia Ryan.

SAINT ANDREW’S CAMP SCHEDULE: Various programs throughout the summer
July 5-12 Adventure Week
July 13-19 Horse Week (Ages 7-13)
July 20-26  Sports Week
July 27-Aug. 2 Arts Fusion Week
Aug. 3-9  Teen Week (Ages 13-17)

FUTURE EVENTS at our PARISH

Saturday, July 12th WORK DAY at CHURCH—Gutter work on parish rectory, scraping plaster inside the church
Sunday, July 20th BLESSING OF VEHICLES; PARISH COMMUNITY PICNIC

Sunday, August 3rd Blessing of Honey

Sunday, August 10th Blessing of Fruit/Vegetables in honor of Transfiguration of our Lord

Sunday, August 17th Blessing of Flowers in honor of Dormition of the Theotokos

Saturday, August 30 TRIP to TRANSFIGURATION WOMEN’S MONASTERY (Ellwood City PA)

Sat./Sun., November 1-2 VISITATION of ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL to our PARISH

SAINT STEPHEN SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH FESTIVAL: Their annual festival will be held on Saturday and
Sunday, July 26-27th. Wonderful food, music and fellowship!

UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL: St. Josephat Ukrainian Church, 940 Ridge Road East, Rochester NY 14621
Thursday - Sunday, August 14 - 17, 2025; Their priest, Mitred Archpriest Phillip Weiner (a friend of Father John’s), has
given our church a few items, including the newer sand candle stands we use.

~ LIVES OF THE SAINTS ~

JULY 1: STS. COSMAS & DAMIAN THE HOLY UNMERCENARIES

These saints, who are different from those that are celebrated on the 1st of November, were from Rome. They were
physicians, freely bestowing healing upon beast and men, asking nothing from the healed other than that they confess
and believe in Christ. They ended their life in martyrdom in the year 284, under the Emperors Carinus and Numerian.

JULY 4: ST. ANDREW OF CRETE

St. Andrew was born about 660 in Damascus. He became a monk, and went to Constantinople where he became
head of a great orphan asylum. His good work brought his appointment as Bishop of Crete about the year 700, and he
greatly built up the Church on that island. He was, in addition to his other gifts, one of the greatest composers of
hymns the Church has had; his most famous one is the “Great Canon” for Holy Thursday, which along with others are
still sung today.

JULY 5: ST. ATHANASIOS OF ATHOS

Athanasios came from Trebizond to Mt. Athos, on the peninsula at the northern end of the Aegean Sea. There he
founded the Great Lavra, and this monastic house received an official charter from the emperor Nicephorus Il in the
year 969. The community which Athanasios found was the beginning of real monastic life on the Holy Mountain, and
he is remembered today as one of the greatest of monastic leaders.

July 2025



Page 4
JULY 11: ST. EUPHEMIA
Euphemia was a young Christian maiden of Chalcedon, who very early proclaimed her intention to follow a life of
religion. She came to the notice of the Roman authorities, and as a result of her determined adherence to her faith, was
burned at the stake about the year 307. She gained a post-mortem reputation for the performance of miracles, and her
relics were greatly venerated; about the year 750 they were placed in the Cathedral of the Holy Wisdom in
Constantinople, where they remained until their destruction by the Turks some seven hundred years later.

JULY 13-19: THE HOLY FATHERS OF THE FIRST SIX ECUMENICAL COUNCILS

On the Sunday which falls between the thirteenth and the nineteenth of July in each year the Church celebrates the
memory of the men who attended the first six Ecumenical Councils of the Church. These famous Councils were held as
follows: 1) At Nicea in 325; 2) At Constantinople in 381; 3) At Ephesus in 431; 4) At Chalcedon in 451; 5) At
Constantinople in 553; 6) At Constantinople in 680.

By the efforts of the Fathers who attended these Councils, the faith and practice of the Church were defined for ages to
come. Orthodoxy is conservative in its outlook and sets great store by the traditions which have been preserved from
antiquity, feeling that in them theological truth is kept unimpaired and the life of the Church safeguarded.

JULY 17: ST. MARINA

The daughter of a pagan priest, Marina got herself into trouble by proclaiming herself a Christian. She made a point of
mocking the faith of her fathers, and was jailed as a result. Among other trials, she was thrown into a lake to drown, but
this was as baptism to her; drawn out, she still refused to change her opinions, and was ordered to be beheaded. She
was an inhabitant of Antioch in Pisidia (Asia Minor) and her martyrdom probably took place during one of the greater
persecutions about 300.

JULY 19: ST. MACRINA

St. Macrina was the sister of Saints Basil the Great, Gregory of Nyssa, and Peter of Sebaste. In her youth she was
betrothed to a rich and noble man, whose sudden death caused her to renounce the world and take up a monastic life.
She helped to found several convents, and in later life presided over one herself. She helped in the education of her
brothers, and spent her last years in company with her brother St. Gregory of Nyssa. When she died in 379 or 380, she
was buried in the grave of her mother St. Eumelia in the Church of the Forty Martyrs at Caesarea, and her brother St.
Gregory delivered the funeral sermon.

JULY 20: ST. ELIAS (ELIJAH)

St. Elias is the same as the Hebrew Prophet Elijah, one of the great religious leaders of the ancient Israelites. His story is
told in the Old Testament, in 1 Kings, chapters 17-22, and 2 Kings, chapters 1-2. He is famous throughout the East as a
wonderworker who could control the weather and raise the dead.

The story of his ascension into heaven (2 Kings 2:11) was regarded as foretelling of Christ’s Ascension. The Jews
expected Elijah to return at some later date, and some thought Jesus was he (St. Matthew 16:14). St. Elias figures in the
story of the Transfiguration of Jesus (St. Matthew 17:1-13), and Jesus at that time likened him and his mission to that of
St. John the Baptist, whose efforts at moral reform were much the same.

JULY 22: ST. MARY MAGDALENE

Mary Magdalene was the famous woman who turned from a life of sin to follow Jesus; she is one of the most famous
penitents in all history. She was a faithful follower of the Lord, and was with his mother at the time of the Crucifixion,
and was a partaker in the events which followed. She is mentioned in all the Gospels, and is especially noted for her
devotion as well as for the real change of heart, which was truly Christian, that Jesus found in her.

JULY 23: EZEKIEL THE PROPHET

Ezekiel was a priest who accompanied the Jewish exiles into Babylon in 597. He was an ecstatic prophet, much given
to visions of the future. He thought of God as transcendent, holy and powerful. He thought that righteousness was to
be found in complete obedience to the will of God, and he thought that suffering was the penalty for sin. To him, an
individual was judged on his own merits, not on the faults or merits of his ancestors. Ezekiel was a priestly prophet, in
favor of law and order in religious expression.
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JULY 24: ST. CHRISTINA

Christina was a Roman girl who took to heart the Gospel precept which said “Sell all that you have, and give to the poor,
and follow Me.” She went so far as to break up and sell her pagan father’s idols of gold and silver, and to distribute the
proceeds among the poor. Her zeal finally brought her before the authorities, and she was tortured and executed,
perhaps before the year 300.

JULY 25: ST. ANNA

On this day the Church keeps the memory of the falling asleep of St. Anna, the wife of St. Joachim and the mother of the

Blessed Theotokos. Mary was born when St. Anna was well along in years; during the long years when she was childless,
St. Anna made a vow to dedicate her first-born to the service of God, and this she did when Mary was a small child. She

prepared the little girl to devote herself to the will of God, not realizing in what manner her intention was to be fulfilled. St.
Anna is often regarded as a patron saint of pious education as well as of motherly devotion.

JULY 26: ST. PARASCEVE

This saint got her name the day of her birth: ‘Parasceve” is Greek means “preparation”; the day we call “Friday” is known
in the East as “Preparation Day,” after the events of the day before the Jewish Sabbath which preceded the Resurrection
of our Lord.

Parasceve lived in Rome in the days of the Emperor Antoninus Pius. She was probably the daughter of Greek slaves. She
learned from the Scriptures, and was active in persuading others to become Christians. She was accused of being a
Christian, and when brought to trial for adhering to that prohibited religion, and ordered to reverence the pagan gods, she
replied “The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth shall perish from the earth” (Jeremiah 10:11). She was
executed about 140.

JULY 27: ST. PANTELEIMON

The name of Panteleimon is usually coupled with that of St. Hermolaos, the Priest of Nicomedia who baptized and taught
him. Panteleimon learned the art of healing, and freely gave his services to all who asked for his help. When the
persecution directed by Maximian was in sway, Panteleimon was of course arrested. Questioned as to the whereabouts
of Hermolaus and his companions, Panteleimon refused to lie, and the friends were taken also. All were punished and
executed. Hermolaos is commemorated on July 26, Panteleimon on July 27; they are reverenced in the East as healers.

~ THE DIVINE LITURGY ~

A Protestant pastor approached a pious Orthodox priest in Russia and began boasting: “We do charity work,
build orphanages, work with the old people, build hospitals, organize pop concerts for young people and take
them on trips, mountain climbing, etc. We are alive and active. What do you do?”

Instead of mentioning all the charity work that the Church does in Russia the priest replied: “What do we do?
We do the Divine Liturgy! And through this divine worship, paradise is filled up and hell is emptied.”

Living in a Protestant influenced culture, it is easy to lose perspective as to what the priority of the Christian
life is and the power of Orthodox worship. The fact is we can do all kinds of “activities” through the church, all
kinds of programs, philanthropic work, ministries of various kinds, and even good works, but our MAIN TASK
IS THE LITURGY.

There is no greater Christian work than the Divine Liturgy! The word “liturgy” actually means work. The work of
a Christian is first and foremost the Divine Liturgy in which we offer the whole creation back to God in
gratitude for the life of the world.

(Continued next page)
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(The Divine Liturgy continued)

The Liturgy gives meaning and power to everything else we do. It is what makes us holy, what sanctifies, what
gives us the grace of God. It is what gets us to Heaven...because it IS HEAVEN! At every Liturgy we stand in
the heavenly places with Christ, we participate in the Kingdom of God.

And while we are there we eat the Heavenly Bread, Jesus Christ, in Holy Communion. Jesus said, “If you do
not eat the Flesh of the Son of Man or drink His Blood, you have no life in you.” NO LIFE IN YOU! These are
serious words from the Word of God Himself. (Perhaps it now makes sense to us as to why an apostolic
canon and a canon of the Sixth Ecumenical Council advise that a person who misses three Sunday Divine
Liturgies in a row...assuming a person is not sick or traveling...is in need of Holy Confession in order to unite
themselves again to the Church).

Do we really understand what the Liturgy is? Don’t believe what you see with your earthly eyes! You see a
man at an earthly altar dressed in bright vestments, but in reality it is the Man, Jesus Christ, in uncreated light
standing at the heavenly Altar. He is the celebrant of every Liturgy. You see altar servers, but the altar area is
filled with angelic hosts. You see candles, but the spiritual reality is the prayer of the Church going up to
Heaven as divine fire. You see icons surrounding the congregation, but in the Liturgy is present living Saints
worshipping with us. You see an elaborate ritual, but those with spiritual eyes see the heavenly Liturgy which
is served eternally in the Kingdom of God.

In the Divine Liturgy we are in Heaven, before the throne of Christ, crucified and risen. We stand at the Last
Judgment, and even stand at the Second Coming. All things — past, present, and future — are present with us
in the Divine Liturgy.

A story from contemporary times illustrates the power of the Divine Liturgy:

A priest-monk in Greece used to celebrate the Liturgy almost every day. He would do 40 day Liturgies (Liturgy
every day for 40 days) for those who asked him for the sake of people who needed prayer. One time he was
given a list of 62 names and was asked to do the 40 Liturgies.

On the morning before the 40th Liturgy, as he waited for the other priest to arrive to do the Karon (Prayers of
Preparation), he fell asleep. He had a vision in which he was standing before the holy altar in front of the
consecrated Body and Blood of Christ. The other priest walked over with the list of names in his hands. He
took the Communion spoon, dipped it into the Chalice and poured some on the first name on the list. The
name disappeared. He did the same for the second name, and then the third. Each time the names
disappeared, until all 62 were gone.

This is the power of the Divine Liturgy! Through it we who come in faith and love are healed, are made whole,
are restored to life, are saved! Paradise is filled and Hell is emptied. How much MORE VALUABLE than a pop
concert or even a ministry to the poor (for “the poor you will always have with you,” as the Lord said).

We, Orthodox Christians, do the Divine Liturgy! Because we do the Liturgy we learn to love God! Because we
do the Liturgy we are able to love one another! Because we do the Liturgy we visit the sick! Because we do
the Liturgy we help those in need! Because we do the Liturgy we even do outreach and fundraising for the
Church.

If we really understand the Liturgy and experience it as it really is, would we ever miss it? (And would we ever
come to Liturgy unprepared to receive Holy Communion?)
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UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS

Saturday, June 28 NO VESPERS
Father John & altar servers attending Diocesan Altar Servers Class with
Archbishop Michael (Endicott NY)

Sunday, June 29 OUR PATRONAL FEAST DAY — SAINTS PETER AND PAUL
9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours
10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom
Memorial — departed mother, +Mary Onopuk Letty by Letty Family
Memorial — departed father, +Deacon Alexander Krafchak, by daughter, Carolyn Krafchak

Saturday, July 5 6:00pm: VESPERS

Sunday, July 6 9:25am: GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE/Reading of 3rd/6th Hours
10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

Friday, July 11 Macedonian Festival @ Ss. Cyril & Methodius Orthodox Church (Blasdell NY)

Saturday, July 12 10:00am: WORK DAY AT CHURCH
* Repair gutters of parish rectory (HELP IS NEEDED)
* Scraping of walls and around windows, church interior (HELP IS NEEDED)
* WEAR OLD CLOTHES and BRING SCRAPERS if you have any
NO VESPERS
5:00pm: PAN ORTHODOX VESPERS @ Ss. Cyril & Methodius (Blasdell NY)
Macedonian Festival continues

Sunday, July 13 COMMEMORATION OF HOLY FATHERS OF THE FIRST SIX ECUMENICAL COUNCILS
9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours
10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING in Parish Hall
Macedonian Festival continues

July 14-18 All-American Congress of Orthodox Church in America (Phoenix, AZ)
Saturday, July 19 6:00pm: VESPERS

Sunday, July 20 FEAST oF HoLy GLORIOUS PROPHET ELIJAH
9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours
10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom
BLESSING of VEHICLES/PARISH PICNIC (bring a side dish/dessert/soda to share)

Saturday, July 26 NO VESPERS
5:00pm: VESPERS @ St. Stephen Serbian Orthodox Church (Lackawanna NY)
St. Stephen Serbian Festival (Lackawanna NY)

Sunday, July 27 HoLy GREAT MARTYR AND HEALER PANTELEIMON
9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours
10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom
St. Stephen Serbian Festival (Lackawanna NY)
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