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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

SAINTS PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH
45 Ideal Street, Buffalo New York 14206

Mailing Address: 44 Benzinger Street, Buffalo New York 14206

Archpriest John P. Hutnyan
Cell Phone: 716.681.0302. Email: humblservant@live.com

JUNE 2025

Pentecost

SERVICE SCHEDULE (but always check our calendar of events for any changes)
° VESPERS — Saturday, 6:00pm

® DIVINE LITURGY — Sunday, 10:00am

°* GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE — 1st Sunday of every month, 9:25am

WELCOME VISITORS
We hope you find your time with us at Saints Peter and Paul to be a true blessing from God —who knows you by
name; who knows your heart; who knows your mind; and who wants to be in a spiritual relationship with you. We

challenge ourselves and the world to love like Christ our Savior, as we pray joyfully, serve compassionately, and grow
spiritually. If you are seriously considering a new place of worship or a relocation to our area, we would love to have
you as a part of our church family. Get in touch with Father John with any questions you may have. Welcome to Saints
Peter and Paul Orthodox Church—we look forward to seeing you again.

NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING —Sunday, June 8, 2025 in the parish hall

COFFEE HOUR: Please try to note on the sign-up sheet in the parish hall for when you would like to donate food. It

helps us know if we need to purchase items, and it also helps us to not have an unnecessary over-abundance of food.
For those who don’t cook or bake, your monetary donations help us purchase supplies. We always appreciate your
generosity for our fellowship time together!

THERE IS NO KNEELING in the Orthodox Church or at home during our private prayers until Pentecost Sunday
(June 8th). This standing position signifies that we too, will rise with Christ. Special kneeling prayers are taken on the
Feast of Pentecost (which is 50 days after Pascha).

INVITE A FRIEND TO CHURCH: They just may be looking for a new spiritual home.

BURIAL PLOTS AVAILABLE TO BUY —Saints Peter and Paul Church owns burial plots in Riverdale Cemetery,
Lewiston, New York. Cost is $400 per plot. If interested in buying any, please contact Father John.

PLEASE — we’ve had requests to ask that people NOT TALK during church and especially during Father John’s
sermons and announcements because it is preventing them from hearing him.

WELCOME INTO THE ORTHODOX CHURCH and to SAINTS PETER and PAUL CHURCH...
to RYAN EDDY, who was baptized and chrismated into the Orthodox Faith on Sunday, May 18th. His sponsor is Marty
Napierski. May our Lord grant Ryan many years of good health and spiritual joy!

THANK YOU:
« Kimberly & Lui Rodriguez for their purchase/donation of a new projector screen for our parish hall.
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DISTINGUISHED DIOCESAN BENEFACTORS are needed by our NY/NJ Deaneries. Your generosity makes a real
difference! With your financial support, our Diocese strengthens missions, helps struggling parishes, provides funds

to sponsor youth events and educates future clergy.

A number of years ago, this Diocesan fund made a very large donation of $26,000 to Sts Peter and Paul to
renovate the parish rectory. We have MANY upcoming repairs needed on our church building — our
parishioners need to support this diocesan fund; you never know when the Diocese will offer us support again
with our huge repairs needed on the church. Join us in this vital work—donate today!
ANY AMOUNT is accepted. Please see Fr. John.

Our parish DIOCESAN BENEFACTORS DONATIONS so far for this year...
+ RODRIGUEZ FAMILY - $100 in memory of grandmother, Nina Jean

+ FATHER JOHN & MATUSHKA NANCY HUTNYAN - $350

+ SAINTS PETER & PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH - $100

PLEASE NOTE THAT SUNDAY DIVINE LITURGY begins at 10:00am. Please attempt to arrive on time for our Lord!

FOR SALE in our Parish Hall:
Bracelets, necklaces, bookmarkers

Scarves, dish towels, scrub pads
NEW! Earrings made by Kristina Carpenter

ALL ITEMS ARE HANDMADE, AND ALL SALES ARE DONATED TO OUR CHURCH FOR REPAIRS TO OUR
BUILDINGS. Please be sure to give your payments to Father John so he can turn them in to the treasurer.

YES! Your donation to our church can be made electronically via our website using either PayPal or a credit card/
bank card— peterandpauloca.org

FUTURE EVENTS IN OUR PARISH (Mark your calendars):

® Sunday, July 20th: Blessing of vehicles/parish community picnic (sign up in parish hall for what food/drink you
will bring)

® Saturday/Sunday, November 1-2: Visitation of Archbishop Michael to our parish

SAINT ANDREW’S CAMP SCHEDULE: Various programs throughout the summer

June 30-July 4  Family Week
July 5-12 Adventure Week
July 13-19 Horse Week (Ages 7-13)
July 20-26  Sports Week
July 27-Aug. 2 Arts Fusion Week
Aug. 3-9 Teen Week (Ages 13-17)

THE WEEK FOLLOWING PENTECOST, namely June 9th — 14th, is entitled a FAST FREE WEEK. The eating of
meat products that Wednesday and Friday is permitted because of the great feast of PENTECOST!

June 2025
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A FATHER’S PRAYER

Build me a son, O Lord, who will be strong enough to
know when he is weak, and brave enough to face
himself when he is afraid; one who will be proud and
unbending in honest defeat, and humble and gentle in
victory. Build me a son whose wishbone will not be
where his backbone should be; a son who will know You
and that to know himself is the foundation stone of
knowledge. Lead him, | pray not in the path of ease and
comfort, but under the stress and spur of difficulties and
challenge. Here, let him learn to stand up in the storm;
here, let him learn compassion for those who fail.

Build me a son whose heart will be clear, whose goal
will be high; a son who will master himself before he
seeks to master other men; one who will learn to laugh,
yet never forget how to weep; one who will reach into
the future yet never forget the past. And after all these
things are him—add, | pray, enough of a sense of
humor, so that he may always be serious, yet never take
himself too seriously. Give him humility, so that he may
always remember the simplicity of true greatness, the
open mind of true wisdom, the meekness of true
strength. Then |, his father, will dare to whisper, “I have
not lived in vain.”

— General Douglas Macarthur

FATHER’S DAY

God took the strength of a mountain,
The majesty of a tree,

The warmth of a summer sun,

The calm of a quiet sea.

The generous soul of nature,
The comforting arm of night,
The wisdom of the ages,

The power of the eagle’s flight.

The joy of a morning in spring,
The faith of a mustard seed,
The patience of eternity,

The depth of a family need.

Then God combined these qualities,
When there was nothing more to add,
He knew His masterpiece was complete,
And so, He called it.....DAD.
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HOW OFTEN DO YOU ATTEND CHURCH

__ Every Sunday

___ Almost every Sunday
__ Twice a month
___Once amonth

___ Afewtimes a year

___Not sure, but every time | attend, there are
poinsettias or lilies everywhere!

SN A~ A~ A~ A~~~ A~~~

7™ SUNDAY OF PASCHA: FATHERS OF THE FIRST
ECUMENICAL COUNCIL

On this day, we commemorate the holy God-bearing
Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council held in the city
of Nicea in the year 325 AD.

PENTECOST SUNDAY

The Feast of Holy Pentecost is celebrated each year on
the fiftieth day after the Great and Holy Feast of Pascha
(Easter) and ten days after the Feast of the Ascension of
Christ. The Feast is always celebrated on a Sunday. The
Feast commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit
upon the Apostles on the day of Pentecost, a feast of
the Jewish tradition. It also celebrates the establishment
of the Church through the preaching of the Apostles and
the baptism of the thousands who on that day believed
in the Gospel message of salvation through Jesus
Christ. The Feast is also seen as the culmination of the
revelation of the Holy Trinity and is found in The Acts of
the Apostles.

SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS

Saints of all times, and in every country are seen as the
fulfillment of God’s promise to redeem fallen humanity.
Their example encourages us to “lay aside every weight,
and the sin which so easily beset us” and to “run with
patience the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1).

June 2025
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UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS at STS. PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH

Sunday, June 1

Friday, June 6

Saturday, June 7

Sunday, June 8

Wednesday, June 11

Friday, June 13

Saturday, June 14

Sunday, June 15

Monday, June 16

Saturday, June 21

Sunday, June 22

Tuesday, June 24

Saturday, June 28

Sunday, June 29

Holy Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council

9:25am: GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE/Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

Memorial — +Oleg Voronin, +Valerie Wahl by Voronin, Bender, Rodriguez families
Memorial — +Archpriest Kirill by Katya

Greek Church Festival (Delaware/W.Utica Streets, Buffalo

Greek Church Festival (Delaware/W.Utica Streets, Buffalo)
6:00pm: VESPERS

Pentecost Sunday

9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom with Reading of Kneeling Prayers
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING in parish hall

Greek Church Festival (Delaware/W.Utica Streets, Buffalo)

FAST FREE WEEK

FAST FREE WEEK
Greek Festival (St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, Jamestown NY)

NO VESPERS
Fr. John & Parish Council Members attend Parish Council Seminar, Syracuse NY
Greek Festival (St. Nicholas Orthodox Church Jamestown, NY)

Sunday of All Saints; Fathers Day

9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

Memorial — all departed fathers, grandfathers, great-grandfathers, Godfathers,
stepfathers

SAINTS PETER and PAUL FAST BEGINS (no meat, no dairy products)
5:00pm: PAN ORTHODOX VESPERS at St. Stephen Serbian Orthodox Church

Sunday of All Saints of North America/All Russia
9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours
10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

Nativity of St. John the Baptist (transferred to Sunday)

NO VESPERS
Fr. John & Altar Servers attend Diocesan Altar Servers Class with Archbishop Michael
(Endicott NY)

Our Patronal Feast Day — Saints Peter and Paul

9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

Memorial — departed mother, +Mary Onopuk Letty, by Letty family

June 2025
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THE BUILDING IS YOURS...

There comes a point in life when you decide to go to church simply because you want to do so. You walk into the church
building. You admire the strong structure, the beautiful icons and furnishings. You hear the prayers of the priest and the
choir, while several people are serving you, whose aim is to help you in addressing any needs and concerns you may
have.

The amazing fact is that this is all free — no charge other than a free-will offering. This is different than going into a
museum, a concert, a theatre or a movie that all have a specified entrance fee. In the latter examples, we go to be
entertained. But while in church we go to participate and receive God’s blessings.

How wonderful it was of our forefathers to make such sterling sacrifices in order to build so many of these magnificent
older structures that we have found ready made for our worship. We didn’t have to give generous donations for years as
the church was built. Many of our forefathers came to this country and struggled for years, giving 10 and 15 percent of
their pay to help establish the Church in America. Some who owned homes took out a second mortgage in providing
monies for the church to be built.

Yet, there the building stands, and | can walk in without contributing a nickel...and it’s mine! But as | think on the history of
the establishment of the Church | wonder what would have happened if my forefathers thought as | do. | imagine that
there would be only a few churches if no one decided to sacrifice.

So, as | find the Church ready made for me, with an educated clergy and dedicated lay people, with services and other
programs, | feel that somehow | am not doing my part. How can | expect to just walk in, give a small donation and do
justice to all the sacrifices that were made by others in providing me with this opportunity to worship Almighty God in such
a beautiful church?

As | think on these things | realize that our forefathers were not concerned with themselves but with their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, who will follow us 10, 20, 50 and 100 years from now. We are Orthodox. Will they
be Orthodox? Will they be Christian?

We already know that these children will face many challenges that the world has never seen before due to terrorism,
sicknesses, fraud, viruses, and environmental concerns. Who will be there for them? What church services will we have to
nurture their lives? Will they have a church or even a priest there for them?

All of a sudden you realize that you are the deciding factor here. Your involvement and financial support of the church
will determine whether or not they have churches to worship in and an Orthodox identity.

Whenever we have a problem, we expect God to come through for us 100 percent...and God also expects 100 percent
from us — 100 percent of your heart and soul, then your outreach to others and also your stellar support of His Church, i.e.,
100 percent of your whole self, whatever you can give to others and even just 1 percent or more of your income to support
His ministries.

The next time you walk into YOUR church, know that the building is yours — a gift from our forefathers. They can only

expect of you that you help to maintain it as an overseeing custodian. They expect that you will hand it down to others as
they handed it down to you!!! ~ SELECTED
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