
SERVICE SCHEDULE (but always check our bulletin 
calendar of events for any changes)


 VESPERS — Saturday, 6:00pm

 DIVINE LITURGY — Sunday, 10:00am

 GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE — 1st Sunday 
of every month, 9:25am


WELCOME VISITORS 

We hope you find your time with us at Saints Peter and 
Paul to be a true blessing from God—who knows you 
by name; who knows your heart; who knows your mind; 
and who wants to be in a spiritual relationship with you. 
We challenge ourselves and the world to love like Christ 
our Savior, as we pray joyfully, serve compassionately, 
and grow spiritually. If you are seriously considering a 
new place of worship or a relocation to our area, we 
would love to have you as a part of our church family. 
Get in touch with Father John with any questions you 
may have. Welcome to Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox 
Church—we look forward to seeing you again.


WORK DAY at CHURCH: Saturday, October 18th — 
10:00am (rain date: October 25th)

We will be concentrating on the grounds of the church 
complex—raking leaves, pulling weeds, edging the 
sidewalks, etc. Your help is appreciated. The more 
hands we have, the quicker the work will get done. If 
we get a good turn out of people, we will also clean the 
interior of the church. 


PARISH YEARLY MEETING — October 19, 2025

All parishioners interested in the well-being of our 
parish should attend this important yearly meeting.

Why should you attend?? Because you care about our 
church and it’s spiritual and financial development.


BUFFALO BILLS FOOTBALL PARTY:

When: Sunday, November 9th

Where: in our parish hall

Cost: $10 per person (please see Fr. John)

What to bring: any type of side dish to share with others 
(pizza/wings will be provided by parish)

Please sign-up in our parish hall.


NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING —Sunday, 
November 23rd in the parish hall


COFFEE HOUR: Enjoy our coffee hour lunches? Please 
consider bringing a dish one Sunday. Or if easier for 
you, bring some bagels, couple dozen doughnuts, or a 
dessert. Please sign up in the parish hall so we can be 
organized for our coffee hours. As always, we thank 
those who continually bring in delicious foods for us to 
partake as we enjoy fellowship with our church family.


CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Paul Chapman —  baptized/chrismated into the 
Orthodox Church on October 4th. His sponsor was 
Antonio Jean.

Kristin Magdalene Chapman — chrismated into the 
Orthodox Church on October 4th. Her sponsor was 
Matushka Nancy Hutnyan.

Paul & Kristin Magdalene Chapman — on their 
marriage being blessed in the Orthodox Church on 
October 5th. Their sponsor was Troy Brown. 

BRICK PRAYER GARDEN: The price to engrave the 
bricks have been raised. We are still offering the bricks 
for $100 per brick. THERE ARE 18 BRICKS LEFT TO 
BUY. Any questions, see Nadia Ryan. Many thanks to 
those who supported this church fundraiser!
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THANK YOU TO:

Tim Harper, Christine Metz, Tina and Frank Siniscalco —  
for painstakingly trimming our pine trees in front of our 
church. It shows off our beautiful church and also opens 
up that area to see from the street.

 


Nadia Ryan — for the beautiful flowers she designed for 
the Elevation of the Holy Cross.

 


Tina Siniscalco — for the sweet smelling basil for the 
Elevation of the Holy Cross.

 


Marcia Kushner — for fixing up/repairing our reserve 
altar boy robes (delmatics).

 

A CHANGE IN OUR GENERAL CONFESSION 
SERVICE:

Due to the visitation of Archbishop Michael to our parish 
on Saturday & Sunday, November 1 & 2, our General 
Confession Service will be held on Sunday, October 26th 
before the Divine Liturgy. No Confessions will be held 
the weekend of the Archbishop’s visit. We will then go 
back to our regular schedule in the month of December 
on the first Sunday of the month.

 

WE ARE COLLECTING MONIES to help pay for the 
meals that will be catered the weekend of Archbishop’s

visitation to our humble parish. There will be a light meal 
after Vespers that Saturday (Nov. 1) and dinner will be 
served after the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (Nov. 2) in our 
parish hall. Please see Fr. John if you would like to help 
with the catering. 

Baked goods need to be made and donated from our 
parishioners and friends for that weekend. Please sign-
up on the sign-up sheet in the parish hall if you can 
provide a dessert, so we can make sure we have 
enough.

 

HOMEMADE BUFFALO BILLS APRON RAFFLE:

Made by: Marcia Kushner

Cost: $5. Per ticket; 5 tickets for $20

Tickets: sold during our coffee fellowship by our children 
of our parish

Raffle drawing: Sunday, November 9th during our 
Buffalo Bills football party in our parish hall


 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME WILL END on Saturday 
evening, November 1st. That reminds us to turn our 
clocks BACK 1 HOUR before retiring to bed that 
evening. Please be remindful of this or you will be very 
early to church for the Archbishop’s visitation to our 
parish!!! That might be a good thing!!!


YES!! Your donation to our church can be made 
electronically on our website using either PayPal or a 
credit card/bank card— peterandpauloca.org


WE HAVE BEEN ASKED: Are there times during the 
Divine Liturgy that we should NOT enter the NAVE (pew 
section) of the church? Yes! You should NOT enter (1) 
during the Gospel reading, (2) during the Epistle reading, 
(3) during the reading of the Nicene Creed, and during 
the Consecration of the bread and wine. It is also 
respectful to not walk in and out during the priest’s 
sermon. Just remain in the vestibule until those 
moments are completed…then enter.


A FRIENDLY REMINDER that all cell phones should be 
silenced during the Divine Liturgy or any service. 

BURIAL PLOTS AVAILABLE TO BUY—Saints Peter 
and Paul Church owns burial plots in Riverdale 
Cemetery, Lewiston, New York. Cost is $400 per plot. If 
interested in buying any, please contact Father John.


PLEASE KEEP IN MIND that the expenses of our parish 
continue even though you might not be in church a 
couple of Sundays. Please support the workings of our 
parish so that we may spread our Orthodox Faith to 
others.


http://peterandpauloca.org
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FUTURE EVENTS AT OUR PARISH: 

	 Sat. & Sun., November 1-2:	 VISITATION of ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL to our parish

      	 Sunday, November 9:	 Buffalo Bills vs. Miami Dolphins FOOTBALL PARTY in our parish hall

      	 Sunday, December 7:	 ST. NICHOLAS’ VISIT and NATIVITY PLAY by the youth of our parish


LIVES OF THE ORTHODOX SAINTS 
OCTOBER 3: 
St. Dionysius is the man mentioned in Acts 17:34, who was converted by the preaching of St. Paul on Mars’ hill in 
Athens. According to the tradition, St. Dionysius afterwards became the first Bishop of Athens, and was finally burned 
alive during a persecution about 95 A.D.

 


His reputation was magnified during the Middle Ages because of a number of popular works on mystical theology which 
were ascribed to him, and which had a tremendous influence on many theological thinkers and writers who lived after the 
fifth century. It was thought that these writings were those of a man who had heard St. Paul and knew him, and were thus 
valuable as a witness to early Christian apostolic teaching.

 

OCTOBER 7: 
Saints Sergius and Bacchus were Roman officers in the Imperial Army, Sergius and Bacchus were Christians who 
refused to take the required oath of pagan allegiance. They were degraded from their rank, and their Roman citizenship 
was taken away. They were tortured and finally martyred by beheading with the military sword. Their time of life was 
probably about the end of the third century after Christ.

 

OCTOBER 9: 
This St. James is mentioned in the Gospel according to St. Matthew 10:3 as one of the twelve disciples of our Lord. By 
some scholars he is thought to be the same person as St. James the Just, who is called the “Brother of the Lord,” that is, 
His cousin. The name “James” is the same as the Hebrew “Jacob,” a common name in biblical times, even as now.

 

OCTOBER 11-17:  7th Ecumenical Council 
This famous Council was held in the year 787 A.D. in Nicaea, in the time of the Empress Irene and her son Constantine. 
Some three hundred and seventy-five bishops were present from various parts of the Christian world. They came 
together to settle the question concerning the use of icons, or likenesses, of the Lord, His Mother, and the Saints. This 
question had troubled the Church for about sixty years; some people claimed that ignorant Christians were worshipping 
images, in defiance of the Commandment of God, and therefore felt that the icons should be done away with. Those who 
were in favor of the use of icons replied that the others wanted to change the traditional Christian Faith.

 


At the seventh session of the Council, on October 13, a definition of faith was read which said in effect:  
“We decide that the holy icons…ought to be exposed to view…since the oftener Jesus Christ, His Blessed Mother, and 
the Saints are seen in their likenesses, the more will men be led to think of the originals, and to love them. Honor ought to 
be paid icons, but not the worship which belongs to God alone; honor so paid to the likeness is directed to the original 
which it represents. Such is the doctrine of the holy fathers and the tradition of the Church.”

This decision was so important for the worship of the Church that a remembrance of the Council is kept each year on the 
Sunday between the eleventh and seventeenth of October.

OCTOBER 26: 
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St. Demetrius was a native of Thessalonica in Greece, where he was a well-known orator and public speaker. Shortly 
after the year 300 A.D., the Emperor Maximianus came to Thessalonica, and upon hearing of this famous Christian 
whose persuasion was converting the pagans to Christ, he had Demetrius put in jail.

 


During the Emperor’s stay in Thessalonica, gladiatorial games were held in his honor: Maximianus had a favorite 
gladiator, Lyaeus, of whom he was proud, and who boasted that no one could overcome him in combat. Demetrius had 
a friend, a young man named Nestor, who used to visit him in prison; Nestor told Demetrius about Lyaeus, the 
emperor’s champion, and the saint encouraged him to fight the gladiator in the arena. Nestor overcame Lyaeus 
completely, and the emperor was so enraged that he had Nestor beheaded on the spot. When Maximianus learned that 
it was the prayers of Demetrius that were behind the seemingly impossible feat that Nestor had performed, he sent 
soldiers to Demetrius’ cell, and they stabbed him to death with their spears.

 


Demetrius became the Patron Saint of Thessalonica, and a great Church was soon built over his tomb. His reputation 
increased because of the many miracles that occurred at this shrine, and he became one of the most famous of all 
Eastern Saints. (St. Nestor is commemorated on October 27).


A PRAYER TO SAINT XENIA OF ST. PETERSBURG 
O holy and most-blessed Mother Xenia: you lived under the protection of the Most High God, enduring 
hunger and thirst, oppression and persecution and received from God the gift of clairvoyance and the power 
to work miracles. Honoring your memory and praying before your holy icon, we ask you as one who is alive 
in Christ; accept our prayers and intercede for us, sinful and unworthy as we are. 
Pray for us: that our children may be faithful, honest and live in the fear of God; that our families may live 
in concord and love; those who are sick and inform may be healed; that our pastors, having received the 
Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands, may be wise and faithful teachers; and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
all of us may be united to Christ our God both in this life and the next. To Him Who is wondrous in His saints 
and to His eternal Father who is without beginning and His Holy Spirit we offer glory, praise and worship, 
now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen! 

UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS 
at SAINTS PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH 

	 Saturday, October 11	 6:00pm: VESPERS


	 Sunday, October 12	 Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council

	 	 9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

	 	 Memorial—Very Rev. John Hutnyan (54 year observance)

                                                                                                                                                                (continued)
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	 Saturday, October 18	 6:00pm: VESPERS

	 	 10:00am: FALL CLEAN-UP of church grounds, church interior, parish hall

	 	 	 	 Wear old clothes, bring rakes, trimming shears, rags, buckets (please consider 	 	
	 	 	 	 helping 	out; rain or shine we will be working all day)


	 Sunday, October 19 19th Sunday after Pentecost; Prophet Joel 
	 	 9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

	 	 PARISH YEARLY MEETING! All should attend! 

	 Saturday, October 25	 10:00am: FALL CLEAN-UP of church grounds (if needed)

	 	 6:00pm: VESPERS


	 Sunday, October 26 Holy and Glorious Greatmartyr Demetrius the Myrrhgusher of Thessalonica

	 	 9:25am: GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE/Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

	 	 2:00pm: Baptism/Chrismation of Michael Schenk

	 	  
Wed.-Thursday., Oct. 29-30	 Father John attends the Diocesan Assembly in Endicott, NY 


	 Saturday, Nov. 1	 6:00pm: VESPERS with ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL

	 	 Light meal afterwards in our parish hall

	 	 DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS — turn clocks BACK 1 hour before bedtime!	 


	 Sunday, Nov. 2 21st Sunday after Pentecost

	 	 9:00am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 9:30am: Entrance of Archbishop Michael and Vesting of the Archbishop

	 	 10:00am: HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY

	 	 Meal afterwards in our parish hall

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

	 Saturday, Nov. 8	 5:00pm: PAN ORTHODOX VESPERS of Saint Nektarios at St. Stephen Serbian 

	 	 	 	 Orthodox Church, Lackawanna, NY

	 	 NO VESPERS at Saints Peter and Paul


	 Sunday, Nov. 9	 22nd Sunday after Pentecost

	 	 9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am:	DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

	 	 BUFFALO BILLS FOOTBALL PARTY and watching the game in parish hall



	SAINTS PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH

