
SERVICE SCHEDULE (but always check our calendar of events for any changes)

 VESPERS — Saturday, 6:00pm

 DIVINE LITURGY — Sunday, 10:00am

 GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE — 1st Sunday of every month, 9:25am


WELCOME VISITORS 

We hope you find your time with us at Saints Peter and Paul to be a true blessing from God—who knows you by 
name; who knows your heart; who knows your mind; and who wants to be in a spiritual relationship with you. We 
challenge ourselves and the world to love like Christ our Savior, as we pray joyfully, serve compassionately, and grow 
spiritually. If you are seriously considering a new place of worship or a relocation to our area, we would love to have 
you as a part of our church family. Get in touch with Father John with any questions you may have. Welcome to Saints 
Peter and Paul Orthodox Church—we look forward to seeing you again.


FROM THE DESK OF FATHER JOHN… 

Christ is Risen!

What a joy to greet you with these words! Such warmth and love come forth out of our hearts and upon our lips when 
we embrace one another in such manner. We are filled with renewal and hope. Fear has left us. Anxiety is at bay. Our 
confidence is found not in ourselves but in Christ Jesus who possesses us by His love. A love that surpasses all 
understanding. A love that is sacrificial and redeeming. A love that heals and binds us to Him. A love that forgives and 
forgets. Yes, dear ones, this is the joy of PASCHA! This is the joy of the RESURRECTION! May this be yours during 
this Paschal Season!


Father John, Matushka Nancy, Sarah Hutnyan & Brett Warunek, Jillian Hutnyan & Joseph Fenush

NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING —Sunday, April 27, 2025 in the parish hall


COFFEE HOUR: We sincerely thank everyone who brings in food/beverages for our Sunday coffee hour after Divine 
Liturgy. Remember there is a sign-up sheet in the parish hall for when you would like to donate food. For those who 
don’t cook/bake, your monetary donations help us purchase supplies. We always appreciate your generosity!


NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SAINTS PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH 

45 Ideal Street, Buffalo New York 14206 

Mailing Address: 44 Benzinger Street, Buffalo New York 14206 

Archpriest John P. Hutnyan 
Cell Phone: 716.681.0302.       Email:  humblservant@live.com  
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NEW ALTAR SERVERS’ DELMATICS (ROBES):

We’ve reached our goal and we greatly appreciate your 
donations. We will be ordering the new delmatics soon.

Thank you to…

	 Gavin Faulkner - $1000.    

	 Gadzik Family - $500.

	 Christine Metz - $300.

	 John & Heidi Bender - $60.


THERE IS NO KNEELING in the Orthodox Church or 
at home during our private prayers until Pentecost 
Sunday (June 8th). This standing position signifies that 
we too, will rise with Christ. Special kneeling prayers 
are taken on the Feast of Pentecost (which is 50 days 
after Pascha).


THANK YOU to Nadia Ryan, for her donation of $321 
towards our new flag pole and flag for the interior of the 
church. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE DIVINE LITURGY ON 
SUNDAY begins at 10:00am. Please do not arrive late. 


FOR SALE in our Parish Hall: 

Bracelets, necklaces, bookmarkers — made by our 
parishioner, Aubriella Rodriguez

Scarves, dish towels, scrub pads — made by Heidi 
Bender’s mother, Mrs. Irene Veronin


ALL SALES ARE DONATED TO OUR CHURCH FOR 
REPAIRS TO OUR BUILDINGS.


INVITE A FRIEND TO CHURCH: It is always nice to 
bring someone along with you to Liturgy to see what 
our beautiful Orthodox Faith is about. Sadly, there are 
so many people in today’s world that stopped going to 
church for one reason or another—extend the invite!


BURIAL PLOTS AVAILABLE TO BUY—Saints Peter 
and Paul Church owns burial plots in Riverdale 
Cemetery, Lewiston, New York. Cost is $400 per plot. If 
interested in buying any, please contact Father John.


A DONATION BUTTON is available on our church 
website peterandpauloca.org. Your donation can be 
made electronically via our website using either PayPal 
or a credit card/bank card.


QUIET PLEASE — when you arrive for church on 
Sunday mornings, please remember HOURS are being 
read or the General Confession Service is being held, 
and there should not be any talking in the church nave. 
If it’s important and you must talk, please whisper. All of 
those praying would appreciate it!


WELCOME INTO THE ORTHODOX CHURCH…  
NICHOLAS BEERS, who was chrismated into the 
Orthodox Faith on Palm Sunday before the Divine 
Liturgy. His sponsor is Christine Metz. May our Lord 
grant him many years of good health and happiness!


THANK YOU: 
          Joseph Fenush, for donating 15 dozen of brown 
eggs for our dyed red eggs for Pascha.

          Nadia Ryan, for donating the fence cover by our 
parish hall, and the gentlemen who helped install it


DISTINGUISHED DIOCESAN BENEFACTORS are 
needed by our NY/NJ Deaneries. Your generosity 
makes a real difference! With your financial support, our 
Diocese strengthens missions, helps struggling 
parishes, provides funds to sponsor youth events and 
educates future clergy. 


A number of years ago, this Diocesan fund made a very 
large donation to our parish to renovate the parish 
house for the priest at that time. We have MANY 
upcoming repairs needed at Saints Peter and Paul — 
our parishioners need to support this diocesan fund; 
you never know when they will offer us support again 
with our repairs needed on the church. Join us in this 
vital work—donate today! ANY AMOUNT is accepted. 
Please see Fr. John.


http://peterandpauloca.org
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BLESSING OF GRAVES: 

Saturday, May 3rd at 11:00am at Riverdale Cemetery in Lewiston (come and see what this cemetery looks like and 
pick out plots for yourself and your loved ones).

May 11th, Mother’s Day, at St. Matthew’s cemetery at 2:00pm. Those who have loved ones buried at other 
cemeteries, please see Fr. John so a date may be scheduled.


	ANNUAL BRIGHT SATURDAY (April 26th) PASCHAL OPEN HOUSE at our Diocesan St. Andrew’s Camp (1280 State 
Route 49, Jewell, NY. Divine Liturgy at 9:30am with Archbishop Michael, followed by Paschal Luncheon and fellowship 
and activities. Everyone is welcome and feel free to bring your family and friends. For more information, call or text at 
315.383.2686 or leave a message at 315.675.9771.


FUTURE EVENTS IN OUR PARISH (Mark your calendars): 
Sunday, July 20th:   Blessing of vehicles/parish community picnic

Saturday/Sunday, November 1-2:   Visitation of Archbishop Michael


SAINT ANDREW’S CAMP SCHEDULE:   Various programs throughout the summer


	 June 30-July 4	 Family Week

	 July 5-12	 Adventure Week

	 July 13-19	 Horse Week (Ages 7-13)

	 July 20-26	 Sports Week

	 July 27-Aug. 2	 Arts Fusion Week

	 Aug. 3-9	 Teen Week (Ages 13-17) 


THE WEEK FOLLOWING PASCHA, namely April 20th-26th, is entitled a FAST FREE WEEK. The eating of meat 
products that Wednesday and Friday is permitted because of the “Feast of Feasts”- the Resurrection of our Lord God 
and Savior Jesus Christ.	 


DURING THE PASCHAL SEASON FOR 40 DAYS, PLEASE GREET EACH OTHER WITH: 

PROPER GREETING:	 	 	 	 PROPER RESPONSE:

Christ is Risen!	 	 	 	 Indeed, He is Risen!	 	 	 English

Christos Voskrese!	 	 	 	 Voistino Voskrese!	 	 	 Russian

Christos Anesti!	 	 	 	 Alithos Anesti!	 	 	 	 Greek

Krishti Unjall!	 	 	 	 Vertet Unjall!	 	 	 	 Albanian

All Maseeh Qam!	 	 	 	 Haqqan Qam!	 	 	 	 Arabic

Christos a inviat!	 	 	 	 Adeverat a inviati!	 	 	 Romanian

Christus ist auferstanden!	 	 	 	 Wahrhaft aufestanden!	 	 	 German

Cristo ha resucitado!	 	 	 	 En verdad, esta resucitado!	 	 Spanish


IN ANY LANGUAGE, IT IS GREAT TO HEAR ABOUT OUR LORD’S RESURRECTION!


WE ARE IN NEED of a new projector screen for our parish hall. If anyone is interested in donating towards this item, 
please see Fr. John.
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THE GREAT AND HOLY FEAST OF PASCHA 
On the Great and Holy Feast of Pascha, Orthodox Christians celebrate the life-giving Resurrection. This “Feast of 
Feasts” is the most significant day in the life of the Church. It is a celebration of the defeat of death, as neither death 
itself nor the power of the grave could hold our Savior captive. In this victory that came through the Cross, Christ broke 
the bondage of sin, and through faith offers us restoration, transformation, and eternal life.


SECOND SUNDAY OF PASCHA: ST. THOMAS 
It is the eighth day of the Paschal celebration and the last day of Bright Week. It is called the Antipascha. This Sunday is 
celebrated in remembrance of the appearance of Christ to the Apostle Thomas “after eight days.” The Church reminds 
the faithful who have not seen Christ with their physical eyes nor touched His Risen Body with their physical hands, yet 
in the Holy Spirit have seen and touched and tasted the Word of Life, and so they believe.


THIRD SUNDAY OF PASCHA: THE HOLY MYRRHBEARING WOMEN 
This Sunday is dedicated to the myrrhbearing women who cared for the body of Christ at His death and who were the 
first witnesses of His Resurrection.


FOURTH SUNDAY OF PASCHA: THE PARALYTIC 
This day is dedicated to Christ’s healing of the paralytic, from the Gospel of St. John. The man is healed by Christ while 
waiting to be put down into the pool of water. The Church reminds the faithful that through baptism in the Church we, 
too, are healed and saved by Christ for eternal life. Thus, in the Church, we are told, together with the paralytic, to sin 
no more that nothing worse happen to you (John 5:14).


FIFTH SUNDAY OF PASCHA: THE SAMARITAN WOMAN 
This day deals with the woman of Samaria with whom Christ spoke at Jacob’s Well from the Gospel of St. John. Again 
the theme is the “living water” and the recognition of Jesus as God’s Messiah. This is a reminder of new life in Christ, of 
drinking of the “living water,”of true worship of God in the Christian messianic age “in spirit and in Truth” (John 4:23-24). 
Salvation is offered to all: Jews and Gentiles, men and women, saints and sinners.


SIXTH SUNDAY OF PASCHA: THE BLIND MAN 
This day commemorates the healing of the man blind from birth. The Gospel of St. John tells how Jesus used clay of 
spittle and told the man to wash in the water of Siloam. He did so because it was the Sabbath day on which spitting, 
claymaking and washing were strictly forbidden. By breaking these ritual laws of the Jews, Jesus showed that He is 
indeed the Lord of the Sabbath, and, as such, that He is equal to God the Father Who alone, according to Jewish 
tradition, works on the Sabbath day in running His world. A reminder that the Lord has anointed our eyes with His own 
divine hands and washed them with the waters of our baptism.


ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
On the fortieth day after His Passover, Jesus ascended into heaven to be glorified on the right hand of God. The 
Ascension of Christ is His final physical departure from this world after the Resurrection. It is the formal completion of 
His mission in this world as the Messianic Savior. It is His glorious return to the Father Who had sent Him into the world 
to accomplish the work that He had given Him to do (John 17:4-5).
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PASCHAL LILY 
According to Biblical scholars, the Easter lily was found growing in the Garden of Gethsemane where Judas is said to 
have betrayed Jesus. Legend tells that white lilies miraculously sprung up from the ground where drops of Jesus’ sweat 
and tears fell during His last hours. The Easter lily also has close association with Jesus’ mother, the Virgin Mary. In early 
icons, the Archangel Gabriel is pictured extending a branch of white lilies to Mary, symbolizing that she had become the 
Virgin Mother to the Savior.


THE RED EASTER EGGS 
In the first hours of Easter Sunday and right after “Christ has risen” we crack red eggs during dinner. This tradition—while 
fun as a game—has the symbolism of resurrection and new life. The egg is seen by followers of Christianity as a symbol of 
resurrection; while being dormant it contains a new life sealed with it. Easter eggs are dyed red to represent the blood of 
Christ shed on the Cross, and the hard shell of the egg symbolizes the sealed Tomb of Christ—the cracking of which 
symbolizes His resurrection from the dead. A sacred tradition among followers of Eastern Christianity says that Mary 
Magdalene was bringing cooked eggs to share with the other women at the tomb of Jesus, and the eggs in her basket 
miraculously turned brilliant red when she saw the Risen Christ. The egg shell represents the boulder of the tomb of 
Jesus.


Mother’s Day Thoughts 
In this life, we are given two mothers: our birth mother and the Theotokos. The Theotokos is our Holy Mother who will 
guide us on the path that will lead us to Jesus Christ. If you had one chance to ask her anything in the world what would it 
be? Would you ask her what it was like to bear the Son of God; or what it was like to watch her only son die for everyone 
else’s sins? Or even how she felt when He resurrected after three days? Would you thank her for giving birth to her Son? 
Would you tell her you love her? Everything that the Theotokos experienced throughout her life tested her and her faith in 
God, and she never failed. She, just like every other mother, would have sacrificed everything for her child.


The Theotokos is the single representation for all mothers out there. She is the one who we can pray to and ask her to 
lead us throughout our lives, in the right direction. Take a minute to picture your life without having the Theotokos to turn 
to. Now imagine what your life would be like without your own mother. It’s impossible. You need the Theotokos just like 
you need your mother to make your life fully complete. Sit back and think of everything a mother does and all of the 
sacrifices she’s made, and I promise you that you will have a new appreciation for not only your mother, but for the 
Theotokos as well.


A mother is one of the most precious gifts from God that is given to us. She is the one who not only cherishes and cares 
for her children, but also loves them unconditionally. She is the perfect teacher of compassion, love and courage. In fact, a 
mother is respected so much that it is also said that after becoming a mother, a woman finally becomes complete. She is 
an angel, which protects you from all the evils of the world and gives you a secure place in her heart whenever you feel 
sad and need love.


Regardless of how we look or behave, our mother showers us with all possible love and blessings in the world. No matter 
how successful we become, she cannot ignore her little concerns for us. Despite how old we get, to her we will always be 
her “little girl” or “little boy.” Though she is a guardian angel to us, we hardly ever get an opportunity to thank her for 
lending us a shoulder to cry on, a lap to rest on, or hands to catch us whenever we may fall. She is the one we would go 
to for any questions or concerns we may have. She is not only our mother, but our best friend!     —Elisa Karafilis
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UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS AT STS. PETER AND PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH 

	 Saturday, April 26	 6:00pm: VESPERS


	 Sunday, April 27	 St. Thomas Sunday

	 	 9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

	 	 Memorial Service/departed Valentina Radwanski (40 day)

	 	 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING in parish hall


	 Saturday, May 3	 11:00am: Blessing of Graves (Riverdale Cemetery, Lewiston NY)

	 	 6:00pm: VESPERS


	 Sunday, May 4 Sunday of the Myrrh-bearing Women

	 	 9:25am: GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE/Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

	 	 Memorial Service/departed Nina Dolores Broom Jean


	 Saturday, May 10	 6:00pm: VESPERS


	 Sunday, May 11 Sunday of the Paralytic

	 	 9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

	 	 Memorial Service/departed mothers, grandmothers, stepmothers, great grandmothers

	 	 2:00pm: Blessing of Graves (St. Matthew’s Cemetery, West Seneca)


	 Saturday, May 17	 NO VESPERS


	 Sunday, May 18 Sunday of the Samaritan Woman

	 	 9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

	 	 2:00pm: Baptism/Chrismation of Ryan Eddy


	 Saturday, May 24	 6:00pm: VESPERS


	 Sunday, May 25 Sunday of the Man Born Blind

	 	 9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom


	 Monday, May 26 Memorial Day Observed 

	 Thursday, May 29 Ascension of our Lord into Heaven (transferred to Sunday) 

	 Saturday, May 31	 6:00pm: VESPERS	 
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MEMORIAL DAY PRAYER 

They served and fought and died so that we might be safe and free. Grant them, O Lord, eternal peace and give them 
“The Victory!” And in these days of unrest, filled with grave uncertainty, let’s not forget the price they paid to keep our 
country free. And so, on this Memorial Day, we offer up a prayer. May the people of all nations be united in Thy care, 
and grant us understanding and teach us how to live. So that we lost our selfish pride and learn to love and give, and 
keep us ever mindful of the fighting men who sleep in Arlington and foreign lands so we may ever keep the “Light of 
Freedom” burning in their honor through the years, and hear their cry for peace on earth resounding in our ears—
forgive our transgressions and “Oh, God, be with us yet,” lest in pride and arrogance we heedlessly forget.

	 	 	 	 	                                          ~ Helen Steiner Rice


PLEASE PATRONIZE SOME OF OUR PARISHIONERS WHO HAVE THEIR OWN BUSINESSES AND 
THOSE WHO ARE FRIENDS OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL CHURCH: 

RESIDENTIAL REMODELING	 	 	 	 	 RESIDENTIAL REMODELING

Greater Niagara Carpentry/Joinery	 	 	 Mills Enterprises

Door/Trim Installations	 	 	 	 	 Flooring/Framing/Drywall/Trim

Custom Closets	 	 	 	 	 Serving the Buffalo/Rochester Regions

Residential Remodeling	 	 	 	 	 BBB Accredited Business

David DeVantier	 	 	 	 	 Wesley Mills

dbdevantier@gmail.com	 	 	 	 	 wesley@millsenterprises.org

716.425.2451	 	 	 	 	 585.298.7926


LASER SPA	 	 	 	 	 TECHNICAL DETAILING

Lady Bird Laser Spa	 	 	 	 	 Bender’s Technical Detailing, Inc

338 Harris Hill Rd, Suite 210	 	 	 	 	 275 Fillmore Avenue

Williamsville, NY 14221	 	 	 	 	 Tonawanda, NY 14150

Christina Gore	 	 	 	 	 John Bender

Website: ladybirdlaserspa.com	 	 	 	 	 info@benderstech.com

716.344.2656	 	 	 	 	 716.695.7693


PLUMBING	 	 	 	 	 FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Steven’s Plumbing Services	 	 	 	 	 Prudential Advisors

Steven Csapo, Licensed Owner		 	 	 	 The Empire State Financial Group

All types of plumbing work!	 	 	 	 	 6455 Lake Ave.,Suite D,Orchard Park, NY 14127

Cell: 716.336.5892	 	 	 	 	 716.305.8343/Fax: 844.660.0046

Home: 716.768.4511	 	 	 	 	 Gavin Faulkner

	 	 	 	 	 gavin.faulkner@prudential.com


mailto:dbdevantier@gmail.com
mailto:wesley@millsenterprises.org
http://ladybirdlaserspa.com
mailto:info@benderstech.com
mailto:gavin.faulkner@prudential.com
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FOOD	 	 	 	 	 FOOD

Mr. Greek of Buffalo	 	 	 	 	 Potts Deli & Grille/Restaurant/Banquet Facility

1122 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo, NY 14222	 	 	 41 South Rossler Ave., Cheektowaga, NY 14206

716.262.0077	 	 	 	 	 716.826.6575

Vasilis Panagopoulos/Nico Panagopoulos	 	 Danny Potts—Specializing in Polish Cuisine


CHOCOLATES	 	 	 	 	 TAX SERVICE

Mike’s Chocolates	 	 	 	 	 Gianiodis Tax Service

2110 Clinton Street, Cheektowaga, NY 14206	 	 279 Niagara Falls Boulevard, Amherst, NY 14226

Homemade Hand Dipped Candies	 	 	 Certified Public Accounts

Susie Walters	 	 	 	 	 Andrew Gianiodis/Jeff Gianiodis

www.mikescandies.com	 	 	 	 	 Andrew: agianiodis@aol.com

	 	 	 	 	 Jeff: cgian64@aol.com

	 	 	 	 	 716.870.7641/716.862.0036


MEDICARE HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS	 	 FOOD

Senior Advisory Insurance Services LOUIE’S TEXAS RED HOTS  (4 LOCATIONS) 
5700 South Bay Rd., Cicero, NY  13039		 	 Stacey Galanes

Christopher Jackson, Advisor	 	 	 	 	 777 Harlem Rd., West Seneca, NY  14224

Office: 315.668.5222	 	 	 	 	 716.823.7779

Cell: 716.772.8145

chrisjacks1133@yahoo.com	 	 	 	 	 3905 Southwestern Blvd., Orchard Park, NY  14127

Website: senioradvisoryinsurance.com	 	 	 716.648.6200 


	 	 	 	 	 1098 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo, NY  14222

	 	 	 	 	 716.882.4687


	 	 	 	 	 2811 Bailey Ave., Buffalo, NY. 14215 (near Rte.33)	 	
	 	 	 	 	 716.835.8200	 	 	 


                                


	 	 


http://www.mikescandies.com
mailto:agianiodis@aol.com
mailto:cgian64@aol.com
mailto:chrisjacks1133@yahoo.com
http://senioradvisoryinsurance.com
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