
SERVICE SCHEDULE (but always check our bulletin calendar of events for any changes)

 VESPERS — Saturday, 6:00pm

 DIVINE LITURGY — Sunday, 10:00am

 GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE — 1st Sunday of every month, 9:25am


WELCOME VISITORS 

We hope you find your time with us at Saints Peter and Paul to be a true blessing from God—who knows you by 
name; who knows your heart; who knows your mind; and who wants to be in a spiritual relationship with you. We 
challenge ourselves and the world to love like Christ our Savior, as we pray joyfully, serve compassionately, and grow 
spiritually. If you are seriously considering a new place of worship or a relocation to our area, we would love to have 
you as a part of our church family. Get in touch with Father John with any questions you may have. Welcome to Saints 
Peter and Paul Orthodox Church—we look forward to seeing you again.


NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING —Sunday, September 21st in the parish hall


WE HAVE BEEN ASKED: Are there times during the Divine Liturgy that we should NOT enter the NAVE (pew section) 
of the church? Yes! You should NOT enter (1) during the Gospel reading, (2) during the Epistle reading, (3) during the 
reading of the Nicene Creed, and during the Consecration of the bread and wine. It is also respectful to not walk in 
and out during the priest’s sermon. Just remain in the vestibule until those moments are completed…then enter.


WORK DAY at CHURCH: Saturday, October 18th — 10:00am (rain date: October 25th)

We will be concentrating on the grounds of the church complex—raking leaves, pulling weeds, edging the sidewalks, 
etc. Your help is appreciated. The more hands we have, the quicker the work will get done. 


COFFEE HOUR: Please try to note on the sign-up sheet in the parish hall for when you would like to donate food. It 
helps us know if we need to purchase items, and it also helps us to not have an unnecessary over-abundance of food. 
Most Sundays we have lunch, but it’s perfectly fine to just have bagels/croissants, dessert and coffee/tea.


A FRIENDLY REMINDER that all cell phones should be silenced during the Divine Liturgy or any service. 

BURIAL PLOTS AVAILABLE TO BUY—Saints Peter and Paul Church owns burial plots in Riverdale Cemetery, 
Lewiston, New York. Cost is $400 per plot. If interested in buying any, please contact Father John.


FIX ME, LORD, because I can’t fix myself. Shape me into the person YOU have called me to be—more loving, more 
forgiving, more like You. Keep working in me!


NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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SPECIAL LUNCHEON — OPEN TO ALL PARISHIONERS: Father Peter and Matushka Mary Irfan will be preparing 
some TRADITIONAL PAKISTANI DISHES for our coffee fellowship on Sunday, September 21st, to help fund their 
building of Saints Martha and Mary Orthodox Church in Hafizabad, Pakistan. A collection will be taken by our parish to 
help build this church to spread our beautiful Orthodox Faith to those in Pakistan. Please be generous in your offering.


PLEASE, PLEASE! — we’ve had requests to ask that people NOT TALK during church and especially during Father 
John’s sermons and announcements because it is preventing them from hearing him.


PLEASE NOTE THAT SUNDAY DIVINE LITURGY begins at 10:00am. Please attempt to NOT BE LATE for our Lord!


IF IT IS A DISASTER FOR A BLIND MAN not to see the sun, how great is the disaster for a Christian not to pray 
continuously and not bring the light of Christ into his soul through prayer. — St. John Chrysostom


PLEASE KEEP IN MIND that the expenses of our parish continue even though you might not be in church a couple of 
Sundays. Please support the workings of our parish so that we may spread our Orthodox Faith to others.


YES!! Your donation to our church can be made electronically on our website using either PayPal or a credit card/bank 
card— peterandpauloca.org 

BRICK PRAYER GARDEN: The price to engrave the bricks have been raised. We are still offering the bricks for $100 
per brick. THERE ARE ONLY 12 BRICKS LEFT TO BUY. Any questions, see Nadia Ryan. Many thanks to those who 
supported this church fundraiser!


FUTURE EVENTS AT OUR PARISH: 

 


	 Sunday, September 21:	 FUNDRAISER for Saints Mary & Martha Orthodox Church in Hafizabad, Pakistan

                                         	 	 (Fr. Peter Irfan/Matushka Mary will be preparing some traditional Pakistani dishes) 

	 Saturday, October 18:	 FALL CLEAN-UP of church grounds, 10:00am                               

          	 Sunday, October19:	 PARISH YEARLY MEETING

      	 Saturday, October 25:	 FALL CLEAN-UP of church grounds, 10:00am (if necessary)

   	 Sat. & Sun., November 1-2:	 VISITATION of ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL to our parish

      	 Sunday, November 9:	 Buffalo Bills vs. Miami Dolphins FOOTBALL PARTY in our parish hall

      	 Sunday, December 7:	 ST. NICHOLAS’ VISIT and NATIVITY PLAY by the youth of our parish


LIVES OF THE ORTHODOX SAINTS 

 


September 5: Saints Zacharias and Elizabeth 
Zacharias was a priest in the Jewish Temple, and was the father of St. John the Baptist. His story is told in the first 
chapter of St. Luke’s Gospel. He was regarded as a Christian martyr by some of the early fathers of the Church, but his 
fame as a prophet was fixed by the great hymn which he uttered after the birth of his son John, the canticle which 
begins “Blessed be the Lord God Israel” (St. Luke 1:68-79). Elizabeth was his wife; both are remembered again by the 
Church on June 24, and Zacharias on September 23 as well.


http://peterandpauloca.org
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September 8: Nativity of our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos 
The Church regards the birthday of Mary, the Mother of Christ, with special veneration, because she was the instrument 
whereby the Savior of the world was made man. According to the story, Joachim and Anna had been married for twenty 
years, but had no children. One year, when they went to Jerusalem to celebrate a feast day in the Temple, they each had 
a separate vision of an angel who announced to them the coming birth of a daughter, whom they should vow to the 
service of God. In due time the prophecy came to pass, and they named their daughter Mary in accordance with the 
angelic instructions.


Saints Joachim and Anna, whose memory the Church celebrates on September 9, are not mentioned in the canonical 
books of the New Testament. But the traditional story of Mary’s birth is preserved for us in some other ancient writings, 
especially in two books known as “The Gospel of the Birth of Mary,” and “The Protoevangelion of St. James.” The church 
service for the Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos draws upon these two accounts for some of its hymns.

 


September 9: Saints Joachim and Anna 
The remembrance of the parents of the Blessed Theotokos is kept by the Church on the day following the Feast of her 
Nativity. Joachim and Anna are often counted as Patron Saints of pious education, because of the care they had for the 
religious upbringing of their daughter.

 


September 14: The Elevation of the Precious and Life-giving Cross 
This feast is celebrated as one of the most important in the Church Year because it commemorates two events of great 
significance. After St. Helen had found at Jerusalem the cross upon which Christ was crucified, she built a church on Mt. 
Calvary to hold the precious relic. The Christians held the Holy Cross in such regard that they soon began to celebrate 
this feast in honor of the finding of the Cross.


In the year 614 the Persians invaded the Empire and took Jerusalem, and sent the case containing the Cross back to 
their country. For fifteen years the Greek Emperor Heraclius waged war against the Persians, and finally in 629 defeated 
them, forced them to make peace, and to restore the Holy Cross to him. It is said that the case containing the sacred 
relics was returned to him with the seals still unbroken. The relics were replaced in the Church with great rejoicing, and to 
the original feast in honor of the finding of the Cross was added another, in honor of its safe return to Jerusalem.

 


The Gospel of the day is from John 19:6-35, the story of the Crucifixion, and it is read to remind the people that Christ 
suffered death upon the Cross for the salvation of all mankind, and that by his death he conquered death and triumphed 
over all the world.

 


September 17: Saint Sophia and her children—Faith, Hope and Charity 
St. Sophia was a Christian woman of Rome, who lived in the second century after Christ. She named her three daughters 
after the Christian virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity. Her own name means “Wisdom.” It was a fashion of the times to 
give names of this kind, in the hope that the bearers would be influenced to similar virtue. St. Sophia and her children 
were early martyrs for the Christian faith.

 


September 30: St. Gregory the Illuminator 
St. Gregory was an Armenian, and is counted as the Apostle of his country. After many attempts, he converted the 
Armenian King Tiridates to the Christian faith; the royal conversion was followed by that of many of Tiridates’ subjects, 
and Armenia became the first nation to accept Christianity as its official religion.


 


In 301 A.D. St. Gregory built the first Armenian Church at a place he called “Etchmiadzin,” or “The Descent of the Only-
Begotten.” The Patriarch-Catholicos of the Armenian Church still resides there, near Yerevan in Soviet Armenia. St. 
Gregory died about 332 A.D.
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CHRISTIAN ONE LINERS… 

 

Many people want to serve God, but only as advisors.

 

Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-spirited until you try to sit in their pews.

 

Don’t let your worries get the best of you; remember… Moses started out as a basket case.

 

Coincidence is when God chooses to remain anonymous.

 

Don’t put a question mark where God put a period.

 

Peace starts with a smile.

 

If the church wants a better priest, it only needs to pray for the one it has.

 

When you get to your wit’s end, you’ll find that God lives there.

 

The good Lord didn’t create anything without a purpose, but mosquitoes come close.

 

Forbidden fruits create many jams.

 

The task ahead of us is never as great as the Power behind us.

 

Don’t give God instructions…just report for duty!

 

He who angers you, controls you!

 

God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage.

 

We don’t change the message, the message changes us.

 

The Will of God never takes you to where the Grace of God will not protect you.

 

It is easier to preach ten sermons than it is to live one.

 

The best mathematical equation I have ever seen: 1 cross + 3 nails = 4 given.
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UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS 
at SAINTS PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH 

	 Wed./Thurs., Sept.3-4	 Father John attends Diocesan Clergy Conference, Wappingers Falls, NY


	 Saturday, Sept. 6	 6:00pm: VESPERS


	 Sunday, Sept. 7	 Sunday before the Exaltation of the Cross

	 	 9:25am: GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE/Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom


	 Monday, Sept. 8	 Feast of the Nativity of our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos (transferred to Sunday)


	 Saturday, Sept. 13	 6:00pm: VESPERS


	 Sunday, Sept. 14 Universal Exaltation (Elevation) of the Precious and Life-giving Cross 
	 	 STRICT FAST DAY!

	 	 9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom 

	 Saturday, Sept. 20	 6:00pm: VESPERS


	 Sunday, Sept. 21 Sunday after the Exaltation of the Cross

	 	 9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

	 	 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

SPECIAL LUNCHEON — Father Peter and Matushka Mary Irfan preparing some 	 	 	
	 	 TRADITIONAL PAKISTANI DISHES during coffee fellowship. (This is a FUNDRAISER 	 	
	 	 for Saints Mary and Martha Orthodox Church being built in Hafizabad, Pakistan.)


	 Saturday, Sept. 27	 6:00pm: VESPERS	 


	 Sunday, Sept. 28 Venerable Chariton the Confessor, Abbot of Palestine

	 	 9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom
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