NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

SAINTS PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH
45 Ideal Street, Buffalo New York 14206
Mailing Address: 44 Benzinger Street, Buffalo New York 14206

Archpriest John P. Hutnyan
Cell Phone: 716.681.0302 Email: humblservant@live.com

APRIL / MAY 2026

SERVICE SCHEDULE (but always check our bulletin calendar of events for any changes)
« VESPERS — Saturday, 6:00pm

+ DIVINE LITURGY — Sunday, 10:00am

+ GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE — 1st Sunday of every month, 9:25am

WELCOME VISITORS

Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen!

Welcome to Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox Church and thank you for celebrating the Divine Liturgy with us!!! What a
joy it is to be together in God’s House. If you have never been to an Orthodox Church before, you are about to
participate in the Divine Liturgy. The Liturgy is the work of the people and that means that all of your prayers are
necessary and you have a job to do this morning!

We hope you will stay and join us for coffee hour lunch in our parish hall. Please feel free to ask Father John, our priest,
any questions you might have. May God’s blessing be with all of you. Hope to see you in our church on a regular basis!

OUR PARISH WILL BE UNPERTAKING A LARGE PROJECT

It is necessary to replace the deteriorating cement steps on the side of the parish hall with new steps, a handicap ramp,
and also a new door and frame. It will cost around $10,000. There will be stairs on one side and a ramp on the other
side. The existing steps are the original steps from 1964, and they have become somewhat dangerous.

We ask you to please consider making a donation towards this project. Please make out your contributions to Ss. Peter
and Paul Church and earmark it for “handicap ramp & steps.” May our Lord bless you!

A Very Special Thank Vou

Did you see our new CHRIST’S TOMB? How do we ever thank our parishioner, John Bender and his son, Brad Bender
for this beautiful creation?!?! It all started when Matushka Nancy asked John (an architectural engineer) if he could
draw up a design for a simple tomb for the Winding Sheet of Christ for Good Friday. We don’t believe this church ever
had a tomb such as this. For the past 6 years, we have put together a table, 2 small book shelves, a sofa table and
believe it or not, an ironing board —all covered in black material to try to make it look like a proper tomb for our Lord.

When John saw photos of tombs that most Orthodox churches have, he decided to ask if we would like him to make a
two-level tomb like what he saw in photos. He asked his son, Brad (a mechanical engineer) to help, and we are the
recipients of the most beautiful tomb for our Lord. Not only did they use their talents on this project, but the cost was
also totally donated to our church by John Bender! We are very grateful to John and Brad, and also Heidi, for their
beautiful work and generosity to our parish. We sincerely thank you and may God bless you always!

Please advertise their businesses:
John Bender, Architectural Engineer—Benders Technical Detailing, Inc.
Brad Bender, Mechanical Engineer—Turn Processing Solutions
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SPRING CLEANING OF OUR CHURCH GROUNDS AND PARISH HALL CEILING TILE REPLACEMENT will take
place on Saturday, April 25 at 10am, and also Saturday, May 30th at the same time. Please bring your old clothes,
gloves and rakes to help beautify our church grounds and parish hall. The more hands that help out, the faster the
work will be completed!

THANK YOU TO:

+ All those who attended our altar bread class and learned the art of making altar breads (prosphora).

+ Those who came to make the palm crosses and palm/pussywillow bunches which were passed out on Palm
Sunday: Brett & Sarah Warunek, Deanndra Williams, John Tipton, Heidi Bender and Aubriella & Kimberly Rodriguez

« Nadia Ryan and Matushka Nancy for dying the red Easter eggs distributed on Easter Sunday.

+ All those who helped rake our grounds of leaves and branches, trimmed shrubs, and mulched —it looks great now!

+ Nadia Ryan for donating the cost of professionals weeding and laying down additional mulch around our church.

* Matushka Nancy and Nadia Ryan for decorating Christ’s tomb so beautifully with flowers.

NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING — Sunday, April 26th

The DISTINGUISHED DIOCESAN BENEFACTORS (DDB Fund) was established by His Eminence, Archbishop
Michael when he was first consecrated bishop of our Diocese. There are some very important ministries that the
Diocese provides for the benefit of our faithful—our youth, our adults, clergy, seminarians, parish leaders, choir
members, church school teachers and potential new members. This fund also helps parishes with building repairs.

These are voluntary donations, offered by members of our Diocesan parishes, sharing their blessings from God. Last
year our parish had 4 donors. Let’s try to have a goal of 6 donors this year! See Father John if you are interested.

DURING THE PASCHAL SEASON (40 DAYS)

PROPER GREETING: PROPER RESPONSE: LANGUAGE:
Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen! English
Christos Voskrese! Voistino Voskrese! Russian
Christos Anestil Alithos Anestil Greek

Krishti Unjall! Vertet Unjall! Albanian

All Maseeh Qam! Haggan Qam! Arabic
Christos a inviat! Adeverat a inviat! Romanian
Christus ist auferstanden! Wahrhaft auferstanden! German
Cristo ha resucitado! En Verdad, esta resucitado! Spanish

In any language, it’s great to hear about our Lord’s Resurrection!

WE ASK YOU NOT TO TALK during the Divine Liturgy, and also after Holy Communion at the blessed bread and wine
table. Remember communicants are still receiving the Body and Blood of Christ, which is the holiest part of the Divine
Liturgy. Please approach Holy Communion and return to your seats in prayerful silence. We also ask you to PLEASE
not talk and visit during the priest’s sermon and announcements. Let’s be respectful in church!

OCMC (ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN MISSION CENTER) WALK FOR MISSIONS will be on Sunday, April 19th at 1pm,
from the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church to St. George’s South. At 1:30pm, they will depart for St. George’s
South. Upon arrival at St. George Orthodox Church, there will be lunch, fellowship, and a presentation on OCMC by
Archpriest Christopher Rowel.
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SAINTS PETER AND PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH RAFFLE FUNDRAISER

Win a LIMITED EDITION FIFA 2026 World Cup Puzzle! Perfect for soccer fans, collectors, and families!

1 entry for $5; 5 entries for $20.

+ Drawing will be held on June 11, 2026.

+ All proceeds will support our church repairs. Visit our website: https:///www.peterandpauloca.org to purchase your
raffle tickets using the DONATE BUTTON. Important: please include “Raffle Entry” in the notes and provide your
name and phone number or email so we can contact you if you win.

OUR “BUY A BRICK CAMPAIGN” is still ongoing. The cost is $100 per brick, which will be placed in our Brick Prayer
Garden on the side of our church. Forms are located in our church vestibule and parish hall or see Nadia Ryan for
forms and if you have questions. Your commemoration on this brick (whether for a departed loved one or for the health
of family or friends) will be etched on this brick.

DIOCESAN ALTAR SERVER RETREAT with His Eminence, Archbishop Michael will be held Saturday, May 2nd at
Saints Peter and Paul Church, 210 Hill Avenue, Endicott, NY. Adult altar servers and boys are invited. Bring a white or
gold dalmatic to wear. The schedule is as follows:

9:30am Greeting the Archbishop, followed by vesting of His Eminence and celebration of the Hierarchical Liturgy

12pm Brunch

1:00pm Teaching Sessions

4:00pm Conclusion of Sessions

5:00pm Great Vespers

6:00pm Closing Dinner

THE WEEK FOLLOWING PASCHA, namely April 13-18, is entitled a FAST FREE WEEK. The eating of meat products
that Wednesday and Friday is permitted because of the “Feast of Feasts” — the Resurrection of our Lord God and
Savior Jesus Christ.

THERE IS NO KNEELING in the Orthodox Church or at home during our private prayers until Pentecost Sunday,
which this year is May 31st. This standing position signifies that we too, will rise with Christ. Special kneeling prayers
are taken on the Feast of Pentecost (which is 50 days after Pascha/Easter).

DO YOU KNOW OF ANYONE who should be attending Divine Liturgy and hasn’t been in church at all? Please notify
Fr. John and have their name and address written down so that we may send them a church bulletin and have them be
“in touch” with the church!

ST. GEORGE’S ORTHODOX CHURCH, at 1073 Saunders Settlement Road in Niagara Falls, NY, is sponsoring a
Basket Auction on Saturday, May 2nd, from 11am-9pm. Drawing starts at 7pm. For tickets, please call Sylvia Bailey at
716.471.9622 ($5. Presale; $7. At the door). Enjoy their famous souvlaki and fresh baked goods!

BRIGHT SATURDAY PASCHAL OPEN HOUSE on Saturday, April 18th at St. Andrew’s Camp. Divine Liturgy with
Archbishop Michael at 9:30am and followed by a Paschal Luncheon. The address is 1280 State Route 49 in Jewell, NY.
Everyone is welcome and feel free to bring your family and friends. For more information call or text at 315.383.2686.

SPRING TEEN AND YOUNG ADULT RETREAT on April 24-26 at Frost Valley YMCA, Claryville, NY. Join us for a
weekend of fun, prayer, and fellowship. No fee to attend. Now offering two tracks for different age groups with
separate team building activities. All participants will eat and pray together. Sponsored by the OCA Diocese of New
York and New Jersey’s Department of Youth Ministry. Any questions? Email admin@nynjocayouth.org.
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THE PASCHAL LILY

According to Biblical scholars, the Easter lily was found growing in the Garden of Gethsemane where Judas is said to
have betrayed Jesus. Legend tells that lilies miraculously sprung up from the ground where drops of Jesus’ sweat and
tears fell during His last hours. The Easter lily also has close association with Jesus’ mother, the Virgin Mary. In early
icons, the Archangel Gabriel is pictured extending a branch of white lilies to Mary, symbolizing that she had become the
Virgin Mother to the Savior.

PROPER CHURCH ETIQUETTE:

+ It is improper to consume food or beverages in church (EXCEPTION: water is allowed if necessary, and of course,
babies and toddlers are allowed necessary food and drink)

+ It is improper to take phone calls and be texting while in church. If you must, exit the building for urgent matters

COFFEE HOUR: Please consider bringing some bagels, dessert or luncheon foods one Sunday for our coffee hour/
lunches. PLEASE NOTE ON THE COFFEE HOUR SIGN-UP SHEET WHEN & WHAT YOU PLAN TO BRING. As always,
we thank those who donate food and also many thanks to those who help clean up! Reminder: WATER DONATIONS
ARE ALWAYS NEEDED!

— LEARN SOMETHING ABOUT OUR ORTHODOX FAITH —

THE GREAT AND HOLY FEAST OF PASCHA

On the Great and Holy Feast of Pascha, Orthodox Christians celebrate the life-giving Resurrection of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. This “feast of feasts” is the most significant day in the life of the Church. It is a celebration of the
defeat of death, as neither death itself nor the power of the grave could hold our Savior captive. In this victory that came
through the Cross, Christ broke the bondage of sin, and through faith offers us restoration, transformation, and eternal
life.

2nd SUNDAY AFTER PASCHA: SUNDAY OF SAINT THOMAS

The Orthodox Church observes the Sunday of St. Thomas one week following the celebration of the Sunday of Holy
Pascha. This commemorates the appearance of Christ to His disciples on the evening of the Sunday following Passover.
It also commemorates the appearance of the Lord to His disciples eight days later when Thomas was present and
proclaimed “My Lord and my God” upon seeing the hands and side of Christ. This Sunday is also called Antipascha
(meaning “instead of Pascha,” not “in opposition to Pascha”) because with this day, the first Sunday after Pascha, the
Church consecrates every Sunday of the year to the commemoration of Pascha, that is, the Resurrection.

3rd SUNDAY AFTER PASCHA: SUNDAY OF HOLY MYRRHBEARERS

The third Sunday after the Feast of Holy Pascha is observed by the Orthodox Church as the Sunday of the Holy
Myrrhbearers. The day commemorates when the women disciples of our Lord came to the tomb to anoint His body with
myrrh-oils, but found the tomb empty. As the women wondered what this meant, angels appeared proclaiming that
Christ had risen from the dead.

4th SUNDAY AFTER PASCHA: SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC

The third Sunday after the Feast of Holy Pascha is observed by the Orthodox Church as the Sunday of the Paralytic. The
day commemorates the miracle of Christ healing a man who had been paralyzed for thirty-eight years. The Biblical story
of the event is found in the Gospel of John 5:1-15.

5th SUNDAY AFTER PASCHA: SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN

The fifth Sunday after the Feast of Holy Pascha observed by the Orthodox Church is the Sunday of the Samaritan
Woman. The day commemorates the encounter of Christ with the Samaritan Woman at Jacob’s Well. The Biblical story
of this event and the dialog between Christ and the woman is found in the Gospel of Saint John 4:5-42.
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6th SUNDAY AFTER PASCHA: SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN

The sixth Sunday after the Feast of Holy Pascha is observed by the Orthodox Church as the Sunday of the Blind Man.
The day commemorates the miracle of Christ healing the man who was blind since birth. The Biblical story of this
event is found in the Gospel of Saint John 9:1-41.

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

The Feast of the Ascension of our Lord is celebrated each year on the fortieth day after the Great and Holy Feast of
Pascha (Easter). Since the date of Pascha changes each year, the date of the Feast of the Ascension changes. The
Feast is always celebrated on a Thursday. The Feast itself commemorates when, on the fortieth day after His
Resurrection, Jesus led His disciples to the Mount of Olives, and after blessing them and asking them to wait for the
fulfillment of the promise of the Holy Spirit, He ascended into heaven. The story of the Ascension of our Lord,
celebrated as one of the Twelve Great Feasts of the Church, is found in the Book of Acts of the Apostles (1:3-11). It is
also mentioned in the Gospels of Mark (16:19) and Luke (24:50-53). The moment of the Ascension is told in one
sentence: “He was lifted up before their eyes in a cloud which took Him from their sight” (Acts 1:9).

7th SUNDAY AFTER PASCHA: FATHERS OF THE FIRST ECUMENICAL COUNCIL

On this day, the Orthodox Church honors the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council as a whole. This Council, the first
of seven that have been given the title “ecumenical,” was assembled by the emperor, St. Constantine the Great, in
Nicea in 325 A.D. to preserve the unity of the Church. The 318 bishops (many of whom we now recognize as saints)
gathered to defend what the Church, as a whole, believed about the person of Jesus Christ. Affirming the divinity of
Christ, along with His humanity, they laid the foundation for the subsequent Ecumenical Councils. At this Council, they
formulated and ratified the first seven articles of the Nicene Creed (that we say during every Divine Liturgy and
baptism). As we know, the Nicene Creed contains the essential beliefs we hold as Orthodox Christians. The remainder
of the Nicene Creed was formulated at the next Ecumenical Council in Constantinople.

THE FEAST OF HOLY PENTECOST

The Feast of Holy Pentecost is celebrated each year on the fiftieth day after the Great and Holy Feast of Pascha
(Easter) and ten days after the Feast of the Ascension of Christ. The feast is always celebrated on a Sunday, The Feast
commemorates the Descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles on the day of Pentecost, a feast of the Jewish
tradition. It also celebrates the establishment of the Church through the preaching of the Apostles and the baptism of
the thousands who on that day believed in the Gospel message of salvation through Jesus Christ. The Feast is also
seen as the culmination of the revelation of the Holy Trinity and is found in The Acts of the Apostles. The week after
this feast, is entitled a “Fast Free Day,” which the Church tells us to consume meat because of this great feast.

MEMORIAL DAY MEANING — THE HISTORY
Each May, the United States celebrates a day called Memorial Day. Does Memorial Day have meaning? What is the
history of Memorial Day? Memorial Day was first widely observed in May 1868. The celebration commemorated the
sacrifices of the Civil War and the proclamation was made by General John A. Logan. Following the proclamation,
participants decorated graves of more than 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers.
In years since World War 1, the day has become a celebration of honor for those who died in all American’s wars, as
well as those who are Veterans and current members of the U.S. military. In 1971, Memorial Day was declared a
national holiday. The United States celebrates this holiday the last Monday of May.

QUOTATIONS for MOTHER’S DAY
A mother is a person who, seeing there are only four pieces of pie for five people, promptly announces she never did
care for pie.

Being a full-time mother is one of the highest salaried jobs...since the payment is pure love.
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(Quotations for MOTHERS DAY continued)

Hundreds of dewdrops to greet the dawn,
Hundreds of bees in the purple clover,
Hundreds of butterflies on the lawn,

But only one mother the wide world over.

God could not be everywhere and therefore He created mothers.

May God'’s blessings be on you

Today and every day

For you have more than been a blessing,

And shown others the way.

| just want you to know today

How much you’ve really meant,

And that | love you very much

A mother heaven sent.

A man’s work is from sun to sun, but a mother’s work is never done.
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SERVICES & EVENTS / SAINTS PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH

Monday, April 11

Saturday, April 18

Sunday, April 19

Saturday, April 25

Sunday, April 26

Saturday, May 2

Sunday, May 3

Saturday, May 9

Sunday, May 10

FAST FREE WEEK: The Church instructs us that there is NO FASTING during

this week because of the great Feast of Pascha (Easter)
6:00pm: VESPERS

2nd Sunday after Pascha / Sunday of Saint Thomas

9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

1:00pm: OCMC Walk for Missions-begins at Annunciation Orthodox Church

10:00am: SPRING CLEANUP ON CHURCH GROUNDS & PARISH HALL WORK

6:00pm: VESPERS

3rd Sunday after Pascha / Sunday of Myrrbearing Women
9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

9:30am-4:00pm: Altar Servers’ Retreat in Endicott NY

4th Sunday after Pascha / Sunday of the Paralytic
9:25am: SERVICE of GENERAL CONFESSION/Reading of 3rd/6th Hours
10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

6:00pm: VESPERS

5th Sunday after Pascha / Sunday of the Samaritan Woman / Mothers Day
9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours
10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

Memorial: departed mothers, grandmothers, godmothers, stepmothers
2:00pm: Blessing of Graves at St. Matthews Cemetery
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Saturday, May 16

Sunday, May 17

Thursday, May 21

Saturday, May 23

Sunday, May 24

Monday, May 25

Saturday, May 30

Sunday, May 31

Monday, June 1

Saturday, June 6

Sunday, June 7
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SERVICES & EVENTS (continued)

11:00am: Blessing of Graves at Riverdale Cemetery, Lewiston NY
6:00pm: VESPERS

6th Sunday after Pascha / Sunday of the Man Born Blind
9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours
10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

Ascension of our Lord (transferred to Sunday)
6:00pm: VESPERS

Fathers of First Ecumenical Council in Nicea (325 A.D.)
9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours
10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

Memorial Day

10:00am: SPRING CLEANUP ON CHURCH GROUNDS & PARISH HALL WORK
6:00pm: VESPERS

Sunday of Pentecost

9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

10:00am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
Kneeling Prayers after conclusion of Divine Liturgy

FAST FREE WEEK: eating of meat products is permitted due to Pentecost

1:00pm: Pan Orthodox Picnic @ St. Stephen Serbian Orthodox Church, Lackawanna
5:00pm: VESPERS @ St. Stephen Serbian Orthodox Church, Lackawanna

Sunday of All Saints
9:25am: SERVICE of GENERAL CONFESSION/Reading of 3rd/6th Hours
10:00am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

-

\_

Sunday, July 19 — Blessing of Vehicles and Church Picnic
Saturday & Sunday, October 31 & November 1 — Visitation of Archbishop Michael to our Parish

\
Uncoming Events to put on your GCalendar

J
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