
A MESSAGE FROM FATHER JOHN 

The purpose of Orthodoxy is to help and guide us to reach safely the destination of THEOSIS, a complete 
identification with God. THEOSIS is derived from the basic teaching of the Bible as stated in the Old Testament Book 
of Genesis 1:26: “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness…” Our personal challenge, therefore, throughout 
our life is to find and reveal the Godlike image within us.


The task, though difficult, is not impossible. Sin gets in the way, blurring God’s perfect image. God, however, did not 
abandon man to struggle alone and combat sin, but sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to serve as a model and lead one to 
that destination. God became man so that man could become like God, as was stated by St. Athanasios in the fourth 
century. By emulating Christ’s life, we can become like Christ and therefore like God. This is a difficult task and 
requires the grace of the Holy Spirit. It is within the established services of the church and in our relationship with 
others that THEOSIS can be approached.


By attending church regularly, participating in the Sacraments, praying to God, lighting our candles, singing in the 
church services and reading the Bible; this is how we can participate in the sacramental life of the church. In the 
Divine Liturgy we can identify with our fellow Christians and participate in Holy Communion, sharing the Body and 
Blood of Christ. Through the Divine Liturgy and other services, we are helped to live a life worthy of this high calling, 
our own THEOSIS.


In addition, the church provides many opportunities to emulate Christ through services that reenact the major events 
in His life: the forty-day blessing, baptism, fasting, burial, the achievement of eternal life. Just as Christ was brought 
to church after forty days by His mother, the Theotokos, so are we. Even the Divine Liturgy is a symbolic reenactment 
of Christ’s life every time it is offered on Sundays.


Also, we should act towards others as Christ did: kind, tolerant, helpful, forgiving, and loving. Christ’s love of humanity 
is one of His greatest qualities, and He is referred to in the Divine Liturgy as PHILANTHROPOS (lover of man). His 
example of Christian charity and love is a model for our daily living.


My prayer for our growing parish this upcoming year is that each one of us becomes closer to our Lord, both in the 
knowledge of our faith and our continued spiritual growth. May Christ our Lord live in our hearts always. Have that 
Christian spirit year round. Grow spiritually towards Christ every day! Grow as a spiritual family!


May all of us reach greater spiritual heights as we walk with our Lord in our lives!


SERVICE SCHEDULE (but always check our bulletin calendar of events for any changes)

VESPERS — Saturday, 6:00pm

DIVINE LITURGY — Sunday, 10:00am

GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE — 1st Sunday of every month, 9:25am


NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SAINTS PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH 

45 Ideal Street, Buffalo New York 14206 
Mailing Address: 44 Benzinger Street, Buffalo New York 14206 

Archpriest John P. Hutnyan 
Cell Phone: 716.681.0302       Email:  humblservant@live.com  

JANUARY 2026

mailto:humblservant@live.com


Page 2

JANUARY  2026

WELCOME VISITORS 

We hope you find your time with us at Saints Peter and Paul to be a true blessing from God—who knows you by name; 
who knows your heart; who knows your mind; and who wants to be in a spiritual relationship with you. We challenge 
ourselves and the world to love like Christ our Savior, as we pray joyfully, serve compassionately, and grow spiritually. If 
you are seriously considering a new place of worship or a relocation to our area, we would love to have you as a part of 
our church family. Get in touch with Father John with any questions you may have. Welcome to Saints Peter and Paul 
Orthodox Church—we look forward to seeing you again.


NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING —Sunday, January 25th in the parish hall


THANK YOU to all those who participated in our Nativity Play, both the children and young adults. Sincere thanks to 
Nadia Ryan, who wrote and directed the play, and provided the scenery and many of the costumes. The play was 
performed well and was enjoyed by all who attended.  We also thank those who donated toward the cost of the fish, 
provided by Danny Potts Catering, and also to those who made side dishes and desserts for our luncheon. The food 
was tasty and the fellowship was great! What an enjoyable day we had! 

THANK YOU to all those who made our Holy Night Supper a success! Many delicious strict fast food items were 
brought and enjoyed by all!


THANK YOU to Vic and Karen Gadzik, who fixed our lavatory door in the church vestibule recently, that was constantly 
opening while occupied. Privacy is key!


THANK YOU TO ALL who have made our new/used coat drive, along with hats, gloves and scarves, a huge success. 
Please remember that we will be collecting these items through the month of February. Our WNY weather creates a 
great need of these items for the poor and homeless of WNY. Our Lord tells us to take care of others in need! And yes, 
we absolutely will take NEW ITEMS!


KOINONIA, a publication of the Diocese of New York and New Jersey, can be picked up on the small table behind the 
last pew in the church. This publication is distributed by the Commission on Missions and Evangelism. Please pick one 
up if you have not received one through email. 

A FRIENDLY REMINDER that all cell phones should be silenced during the Divine Liturgy or any service. And if you 
MUST respond to a call or text—please leave the nave of the church to do so. Thank you!


BRICK PRAYER GARDEN: The price to engrave the bricks have been raised. We are still offering the bricks for $100 
per brick. Any questions, see Nadia Ryan. Many thanks to those who supported this church fundraiser!


COFFEE HOUR: Please consider bringing a dish one Sunday. Or if easier for you, bring some bagels or a dessert.

PLEASE NOTE ON THE COFFEE SIGN-UP SHEET WHEN & WHAT YOU ARE BRINGING, so we don’t have too much 
food or so we don’t go out and purchase unnecessary items. As always, we thank those who donate food and also 
many thanks to those who help clean up!
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What is the Saint Basil’s Bread? 
The St. Basil’s bread commemorates a miracle performed by St. Basil while serving as a bishop. The legend varies as 
to how St. Basil became the guardian of the gold, silver, and jewelry of the people of Caesarea. Some say thieves had 
taken the valuables from the village, and they were recovered. Others say it was a tax the government asked for. St. 
Basil became responsible for returning the riches to the people. However, they could not agree on the rightful owners. 
St. Basil suggested that the women bake the valuables inside a large pita. When he cut the pita, each owner 
miraculously received the right valuable. Today a single coin is baked inside each loaf of bread to honor this miracle, 
and the recipient has good luck for the coming year.


NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION LIST  
With every New Year, many people renew their commitment to making life changes. Here are five Faith Resolutions for 
you for 2026:

 

1)    Make PRAYER a more consistent part of your every day life.

2)    Try to read the SCRIPTURE readings before each Sunday Divine Liturgy.

3)    Study a different SAINT each month, to gain wisdom, inspiration, and guidance to keep on the right track.

4)    Make an effort to expand WORSHIP beyond just Divine Liturgy once a month. Attend more often.

5)    VOLUNTEER your time at your church when asked—many things need to be fixed or replaced.

 


Spiritual Guidance 
• WHEN YOU LIGHT A CANDLE ON SUNDAY, say a brief prayer that your life will shine as Christ commanded in the 

Gospel of Matthew (5:16): “Let Your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father who is in heaven.”


• We come to church to REMEMBER.

We come to church to REPENT.

We come to church to be MADE NEW.

We come…because Christ is here.

It’s not just tradition. It’s a TRANSFORMATION. Why do we attend church? BECAUSE CHRIST MEETS US HERE!

 

• Lord, fix me, because sometimes I am the problem! There are days when my pride builds walls, my words wound, or 

my impatience clouds my love. Give me the strength to let go of my stubbornness, my fears and my self-centered 
ways!


 

• St. John Cassian tells us: “The Doctor of our souls, has placed the remedy in the hidden regions of the soul.”

 

• St. Seraphim Zvesdinsky (1937 Russia) tells us: “At the Liturgy, during the Litany of the Catechumens, pray for all 

unbelievers. Do you have friends or loved ones who don’t believe? Pray that the Lord have mercy and enlighten their 
souls with the light of faith.”
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Feasts of the Orthodox Church 
January 1 — Circumcision of Christ 
As a member of the Jewish religion, Christ was circumcised on the eighth day after His birth and given His name. This 
important event is commemorated in a church service. “And at the end of eight days, when He was circumcised, He was 
called Jesus, the name given Him by the angel…” (Luke 2:21).

 

January 1 — Feast of St. Basil the Great 
The Orthodox observe the names day of St. Basil the Great on January 1 with a Divine Liturgy written by him. St. Basil, 
widely honored and revered, is one of the three great church hierarchs along with St. Gregory the Theologian and St. 
John Chrysostom. St. Basil lived in the fourth century working as a missionary monk, and philanthropist. He prescribed 
rules of monasticism and began institutions of care for the sick, elderly, underprivileged, and orphaned. The Vasilopita 
(St. Basil’s bread), gifts, and name day parties are in his honor.

 

January 6 — Feast of Theophany or Epiphany (Baptism) of our Lord in the Jordan River 
Theophany celebrates God’s first public revelation of the identity of Jesus, the manifestation of the Godhead as Three 
Persons (the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), Christ’s Baptism, and beginning of Christ’s public ministry.

 

During the service, the Holy Spirit is invoked to sanctify the water, and the cross is dipped into it three times, symbolic of 
Christ’s own immersion into the Jordan River. The holy water sanctifies and heals the faithful. Parishioners then come to 
the front of the church to be blessed by the priest. They are to kiss the cross and the priest’s hand and then are blessed 
with holy water. Then they are given their own bottles of holy water to take home. Some parishioners bring their own 
bottles often made specifically for holy water. In most churches in America, the blessing is held indoors, and the water is 
contained in a large urn. According to Orthodox doctrine, holy water has the power to sanctify and heal. You may drink it 
and or put it on an afflicted part of the body. One custom in Greece: the holy water is sprinkled in the fields and on the 
animals.


It is customary to invite your priest to bless your home with holy water within a few weeks following Theophany. Prepare 
by cleaning the house, opening and lighting all the rooms. Place a clean bowl of water, a candle, icon, and incense 
burner (if available) on a small table. The priest will bless the water by dipping the cross in it and repeating it three times. 
He will go to each room and sprinkle it in the four corners, exorcising evil spirits. Save some of the holy water in a bottle 
in your icon corner or a special place and pour the remainder on plants.


SERVICES & EVENTS at SAINTS PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH 

            	Saturday, January 3 6:00pm: VESPERS


	 Sunday, January 4 Sunday before Theophany 
	 	 9:25am: SERVICE of GENERAL CONFESSION/Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

	 	 Memorials: 	 +Helen Brown (11 yr anniversary) by Christine Metz

	 	 	 +John Kolbrich (8 yr anniversary) by Nona Kolbrich

	 	 Cutting of St. Basil’s Bread
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SERVICES & EVENTS (continued) 
	 Monday, January 5 STRICT FAST DAY— Day before Theophany (NO MEAT, NO DAIRY)


	 Tuesday, January 6 Feast of Theophany/Epiphany—Baptism of our Lord (TRANSFERRED to SUNDAY)


	 Wednesday, January 7 Synaxis of St. John the Baptist (TRANSFERRED to SUNDAY)	 	 


	 Saturday, January 10 5:00pm: PAN ORTHODOX VESPERS at St. Stephen Serbian Orthodox Church


	 Sunday, January 11 Sunday after Theophany 
	 	 9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

	 	 BLESSING of WATER


	 Saturday, January 17 6:00pm: VESPERS


	 Sunday, January 18 Saints Athanasius the Great and Cyril, Archbishops of Alexandria 
	 	 9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom


	 Saturday, January 24 6:00pm: VESPERS


	 Sunday, January 25 St. Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople 
	 	 9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom

	 	 Memorials:	+Archpriest Ronald & Dolores Hazuda

	 	 	 +Archpriest Michael & Eleanor Polanichka

	 	 Oath of Office: 2026 Parish Council


	 Friday, January 30 Feast of Three Hierarchs: St. Basil, St. Gregory, St. John Chrysostom

	 	 (TRANSFERRED to SUNDAY)


	 Saturday, January 31 6:00pm: VESPERS


	 Sunday, February 1 Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee (Beginning of Lenten Triodion) 
	 	 9:25am: SERVICE of GENERAL CONFESSION/Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

	 	 10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. John Chrysostom


	 Monday, February 2 Presentation of our Lord into the Temple (TRANSFERRED TO SUNDAY)

	 	 FAST FREE WEEK (meat and dairy products permitted all week)


	 Saturday, February 7	 6:00pm VESPERS
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