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SERVICE SCHEDULE (but always check our bulletin calendar of events for any changes)
+ VESPERS — Saturday, 6:00pm

« DIVINE LITURGY — Sunday, 10:00am

+ GENERAL CONFESSION SERVICE — 1st Sunday of every month, 9:25am

DO YOU READ THIS MONTHLY BULLETIN??? It amazes me how many questions are asked or comments are made
like “I didn’t know we were doing that!” With a joyful heart, | ask that you be involved in your church, and READ about
news and events, and take advantage of articles enclosed and learn something new about our faith!

WELCOME VISITORS

We hope you find your time with us at Saints Peter and Paul to be a true blessing from God—who knows you by name;
who knows your heart; who knows your mind; and who wants to be in a spiritual relationship with you. We challenge
ourselves and the world to love like Christ our Savior, as we pray joyfully, serve compassionately, and grow spiritually. If

you are seriously considering a new place of worship or a relocation to our area, we would love to have you as a part of
our church family. Get in touch with Father John with any questions you may have. Welcome to Saints Peter and Paul
Orthodox Church—we look forward to seeing you again.

PROPER CHURCH ETIQUETTE:

* It is improper to consume food or beverages in church (EXCEPTION: water is allowed if necessary, and of course,
babies and toddlers are allowed necessary food and drink)
It is improper to take phone calls and be texting while in church. If you must, exit the building for urgent matters.

Saints Peter and Paul will host the PAN ORTHODOX LENTEN VESPERS
on Sunday, March 15th at 5:00pm

All the area Orthodox priests and faithful will attend at our church.

« We hope all of YOU will attend also. A light meal will be served after vespers.

» We are asking for homemade strict fast Lenten side dishes and desserts from our parishioners — PLEASE SIGN
UP IN THE PARISH HALL SO WE CAN BE SURE TO HAVE ENOUGH FOOD.

» We are accepting cash donations for the fish we will order from Danny Potts Catering.

OUR PARISH WILL BE UNDERTAKING A PROJECT to replace the deteriorating cement steps on the side of the
parish hall with new steps, a handicap ramp, and also a new door and frame. It will cost around $10,000. There will be
stairs on one side and a ramp on the other side. The existing steps are the original steps when the parish hall was built
in 1964, and they have become somewhat dangerous.

We ask you to please be generous in your offering towards this project. Please make out your contributions to Ss.
Peter and Paul Church and earmark it for “handicap ramp/steps.” May our Lord bless you!
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NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING — Sunday, March 29th

ANNUAL BAKING OF ALTAR BREADS will take place this year on Saturday, March 28th at 11:00am in our parish
hall. Who is invited? Those who wish to learn. It is an enjoyable class with Father John and you get to take home your

baked bread to enjoy! The Church uses “leavened” bread (with yeast) for the Divine Liturgy to signify the Resurrection
of Christ. May we all rise towards Christ!

THE OFFERING ENVELOPE COMPANY has had a few technical difficulties in their production of the envelopes that
are sent to us monthly. We still need your financial support towards our parish. Please give generously, if you can, to
allow our parish to run properly.

CHURCH CALENDARS are on sale for a cost of $10. These calendars include the feast days of the Orthodox Church
and scripture readings for every day of the year. They are located on the table behind the last pew.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS! Please make sure that on Saturday evening, March 7th, you
turn your clocks AHEAD ONE (1) HOUR before retiring for bed. We wouldn’t want you coming to
church one hour late! That would be disrespectful to our Lord.

D ,'Tj,T'”'E,,T? . DURING THE WINTER MONTHS please use the LEFT DOOR to enter the church. We want to
27//:c>w/wm/n f/ keep the middle doors closed to help conserve heat in the church.

WE ASK YOU NOT TO TALK during the Divine Liturgy, and also after Holy Communion at the blessed bread and wine
table. Remember communicants are still receiving the Body and Blood of Christ, which is the holiest part of the Divine
Liturgy. Please approach Holy Communion and return to your seats in prayerful silence.

The DISTINGUISHED DIOCESAN BENEFACTORS (DDB Fund) was established by His Eminence, Archbishop
Michael when he was first consecrated bishop of our Diocese. There are some very important ministries that the
Diocese provides for the benefit of our faithful—our youth, our adults, clergy, seminarians, parish leaders, choir
members, church school teachers and potential new members. This fund also helps parishes with their church
buildings.

These are voluntary donations, offered by members of our Diocesan parishes, sharing their blessings from God. Last
year our parish had 4 donors. Let’s try to have a goal of 6 donors this year! See Father John if you are interested.

COFFEE HOUR: Please consider bringing some bagels, dessert or luncheon foods one Sunday for our coffee hour/
lunches. PLEASE NOTE ON THE COFFEE HOUR SIGN-UP SHEET WHEN & WHAT YOU PLAN TO BRING. Keep in
mind we are in the STRICT FAST (no meat, no diary) LENTEN SEASON. As always, we thank those who donate food
and also many thanks to those who help clean up! Reminder: water donations are always needed!!

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE who should be attending church services but they do not have a ride, please inform
Father John and possibly a ride could be arranged for them.
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Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

During the weekdays of Great Lent there is no celebration of the Divine Liturgy (except for the feast day of the
Annunciation). This is because the Divine Liturgy is a joyous celebration of the Lord’s Resurrection, but Lent is a time of
sorrow and repentance.

As a spiritual help, the Church allows us to receive Holy Communion during the weeks of Great Lent at a special
service called the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts. It is a service which consists of Great Vespers and Holy
Communion. The Holy Communion is prepared and consecrated on the previous Sunday. That is how the service gets
its name: Pre (before; in advance) Sanctified (made holy; consecrated). The faithful are instructed to fast from 3pm that

day, or if possible, fast from your noon meal until the service begins.

Please make an attempt to attend at least one evening service a week; make the Lenten sacrifice for our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.

Pan Orthodox Great Lenten Sunday Vespers
(ALL PAN ORTHODOX VESPERS START AT 5:00pm)

March 1: Sunday of Orthodoxy @ St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Cheektowaga NY

March 8: 2nd Sunday of Great Lent @ Ss. Cyril and Methodios Macedonian Church, Blasdell NY
March 15: 3rd Sunday of Great Lent @ Ss. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church, Buffalo NY
March 22: 4th Sunday of Great Lent @ St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Lewiston NY
March 29: 5th Sunday of Great Lent @ St. George Orthodox Church, Buffalo NY

THE SUNDAYS OF GREAT LENT

Each of the Sundays of Great Lent has its own special theme:

THE FIRST SUNDAY is called the Feast of the Triumph of Orthodoxy. It is a historical feast commemorating the return
of the icons to the churches in the year 843 after the heresy of iconoclasm was overcome. The spiritual theme of the
day is first of all the victory of the True Faith. “This is the victory that overcomes the world, our faith” (1 John 5:4).
Secondly, the icons of the saints bear witness that man, “created in the image and likeness of God” (Gen. 1:26),
becomes holy and godlike through the purification of himself as God’s living image.

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT is the commemoration of St. Gregory Palamas. It was St. Gregory (died 1359) who
bore living witness that men can become divine through the grace of God in the Holy Spirit; and that even in this life,

by prayer and fasting, human beings can become participants of the uncreated light of God’s divine glory.

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT is that of the Veneration of the Cross. The cross stands in the midst of the church in
the middle of the Lenten season not merely to remind men of Christ’s redemption and to keep before them the goal of
their efforts, but also to be venerated as that reality by which man must live to be saved. “He who does not take up his
cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me” (Mt. 10:38). For the Cross of Christ Crucified lies both “the power of God and
the wisdom of God” for those being saved (1 Cor. 1:24).
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT is dedicated to St. John of the Ladder (Climacus), the author of the work, The
Ladder of Divine Ascent. The abbot of St. Catherine’s Monastery on Mount Sinai (6th Century) stands as a witness to
the violent effort needed for entrance into God’s Kingdom (Mt. 10:12). The spiritual struggle of the Christian life is a real
one, “not against flesh and blood, but against...the ruler of the present darkness...the hosts of wickedness in heavenly
places...” (Eph. 6:12). St. John encourages the faithful in their efforts for, according to the Lord, only “he who endures
to the end will be saved” (Mt. 24:13).

THE FIFTH SUNDAY recalls the memory of Saint Mary of Eqypt, the repentant harlot. Mary tells us, first of all, that no
amount of sin and wickedness can keep a person from God if he truly repents. Christ Himself has come “to call
sinners to repentance” and to save them from their sins (Lk. 5:32). In addition, Saint Mary tells us that it is never too
late in life—or in Lent—to repent. Christ will gladly receive all who come to Him even at the eleventh hour of their lives.
But their coming must be in serious and sincere repentance.

PRAYER OF SAINT €PHRAIM THE SYRIAN

O LORD AND MASTER OF MY LIFE,
TAKE FROM M€ THE SPIRIT OF SLOTH, DESPAIR,, LUST OF POWER,, AND IDLE TALK.

(PROSTRATION)

BUT GIVE RATHER THE SPIRIT OF CHASTITY, HUMILITY, PATIENCE, AND LOVE
TOYOUR SERVANT.

(PROSTRATION)

Y€S, 0 LORD AND KING,
GRANT ME TO S€€ MY OWN SINS AND NOT TO JUDGE MY BROTHER;
FORNYOU ARE BLESSED UNTO THE AGES OF AGES. AMEN!

(PROSTRATION)

WISPOM OF THE CHURCH FATHERS

Along with our iconography on the walls of our Church there goes, without saying, the living icons that are in our pews.
Yes, we are all icons of God. Our demeanor and very being bring the living Christ to one another. This point must not
be lost in simplicity. Our parish is in need of more of us to allow the humble servant Christ to shine forth. Our parish is
in need of its people to be living icons of Christ’s love. This can only happen when we allow ourselves to be
transfigured into His glory.

Prayer, repentance, humility, patience, and love are the brushes and paints that make us anew in Him. We have put on
Christ at our baptism and throughout our lives; we must feed ourselves with such heavenly manna, which is the diet of
the saints. Let us celebrate our faith by making a concerted effort to learn more about what we believe and then put
that into action!
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SERVICES & EVENTS / SAINTS PETER and PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH

Saturday, February 28

Sunday, March 1

Wednesday, March 4

Friday, March 6

Saturday, March 7

Sunday, March 8

Wednesday, March 11

Friday, March 13

Saturday, March 14

Sunday, March 15

Wednesday, March 18

Friday, March 20
Saturday, March 21

Sunday, March 22

6:00pm: VESPERS

Sunday of Orthodoxy / 1st Sunday of Great Lent

9:25am: SERVICE of GENERAL CONFESSION/Reading of 3rd/6th Hours
10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. Basil the Great

5:00pm: PAN ORTHODOX VESPERS@ St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Cheektowaga

6:00pm: LITURGY of PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS

6:00pm: LITURGY of PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS

6:00pm: VESPERS with All Souls Memorial
Daylight Saving Time Begins—TURN CLOCKS AHEAD (1) HOUR BEFORE BEDTIME!!

Sunday of St. Gregory Palamas / 2nd Sunday of Great Lent

9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. Basil the Great

2:00pm: Baptism/Chrismation of Veronika DeVantier

5:00pm: PAN ORTHODOX VESPERS@ Ss.Cyril & Methodios Macedonian
Orthodox Church, Blasdell

6:00pm: LITURGY of PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS

6:00pm: LITURGY of PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS
6:00pm: VESPERS with All Souls Memorial

Sunday of Veneration of the Cross / 3rd Sunday of Great Lent

9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. Basil the Great

NO COFFEE HOUR

5:00pm: PAN ORTHODOX VESPERS @ SS. PETER & PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH
Meal following the service

6:00pm: LITURGY of PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS

6:00pm: LITURGY of PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS
6:00pm: VESPERS with All Souls Memorial

Sunday of St. John Climacus / 4th Sunday of Great Lent

9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. Basil the Great

5:00pm: PAN ORTHODOX VESPERS@ St. George Orthodox Church, Niagara Falls
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Wednesday, March 25

Thursday, March 26

Friday, March 27

Saturday, March 28

Sunday, March 29

Wednesday, April 1

Friday, April 3

Saturday, April 4

Sunday, April 5

Monday, April 6

Tuesday, April 7

Wednesday, April 8

Thursday, April 9

Friday, April 10
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SERVICES & EVENTS (continued)

Annunciation of the Theotokos (transferred to Sunday)
6:00pm: LITURGY of PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS

Father John travels to Syracuse NY — Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts with
Archbishop Michael and Deanery Clergy

6:00pm: LITURGY of PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS

11:00am: Making of Altar Breads Class in parish hall (ALL ARE WELCOME!)
6:00pm: VESPERS

Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt / 5th Sunday of Great Lent

9:30am: Reading of 3rd/6th Hours

10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. Basil the Great

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING in parish hall

5:00pm: PAN ORTHODOX VESPERS@ St. George Orthodox Church, Buffalo
6:00pm: LITURGY of PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS

6:00pm: LITURGY of PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS

Resurrection of Lazarus

11:00am: Preparation of Palms & Pussywillows, Making of Palm Crosses
6:00pm: VESPERS

Palm Sunday / Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem

9:25am: SERVICE of GENERAL CONFESSION/Reading of 3rd/6th Hours
10:00am: DIVINE LITURGY of St. Basil the Great

Blessing of palms, pussywillows

6:00pm: Bridegroom Matins

6:00pm: Bridegroom Matins

6:00pm: Bridegroom Matins

6:00pm: Service of Holy Unction

6:00pm: Reading of the Twelve Gospels

Good Friday
6:00pm: Matins/Lamentations/Procession with Winding Sheet
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SERVICES & EVENTS (continued)

Saturday, April 11 Holy Saturday

10:00am: Vespers with St. Basil’s Divine Liturgy (Anticipation of the Resurrection)
11:00pm: Nocturns/Resurrection Matins/Procession
Blessing of Paschal Baskets

Sunday, April 122 PASCHA — FEAST OF FEASTS
10:00am: Paschal Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
Blessing of Red Paschal Eggs and Paschal Baskets
Paschal Luncheon in parish hall
Easter Egg Hunt for the children
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