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The Purpose of the Parish Matters

by Archpriest Eric G. Tosi

“The  Church starts
where, as Christ put it
‘two or three are gath-
ered together in His
name.’ Not where there
is one, for love begins
where there are ‘two or
three.” Two or three is
the first unit of love, and
where self and isolation
end is where the Church
begins.”

S.I. Fudel

What is the purpose of a
parish? Probably every-
one has a different view
on it, especially in a leg-
acy parish where many
see their purpose as
preserving the past and
honoring the founders.
The legacy parish may
become entrenched in
projecting itself as trying
to hold on to something
which may no longer ex-
ist. The parish’s original
purpose has become
clouded by time and cir-
cumstances. What may
have been the impetus
for founding the parish
may also no longer be
relevant. Yet, the people
hold on stubbornly to an
imagined glorious past.

But a parish does not ex-
ist solely in the past and
should not be a chaplain

to a perceived culture.
The parish has to trans-
cend this past because if
it does not, then it is
damning itself to a slow
decline. We cannot live
in the past, but rather we
need to constantly go
back to the real reason
that the parish was
founded: to be the Body
of Christ. If we under-
stand this and consist-
ently hearken back to
this true foundation, then
the parish can be rele-
vant again in new and
exciting ways.

This is hard because
some see it as a betrayal
of the founders, but in
reality, it is a fulfillment
of their purpose. They
founded the parish so
they could be Orthodox
in this new world.

So, if we are in a parish
that is in need of revitali-
zation, we need to re-
cover the purpose of that
parish, not as a cultural
hub, not as a social cen-
ter, not even as a place
for social services, im-
portant as these may be.
But we must recover the
true purpose of the parish
as a place where the
good news of Jesus
Christ is preached and
lived.

As Fr. Thomas Hopko
writes, “An Orthodox par-
ish, that is, a local com-
munity of Orthodox Chris-
tians with one or more
priests, has only one
God-given reason for be-
ing. It exists to be the one,
holy, catholic, and apos-
tolic Church of Christ.
Whatever the original rea-
sons and conditions for its
founding, whatever other
services and activities it
may provide, whatever
other desires and needs it
may fulfill for its members,
the parish must be
Christ’s one holy Church.
If it is not, then it is neither
Christian nor Orthodox,
whatever else it may be or
do.” Our purpose is to
make that a reality again.
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“Christians are
members of the
Church, and the
Church is the
Body of Christ,
with the Head
being Christ
Himself, to-
gether with the
Enlightener, the
Holy Spirit...”

The Church as the Instructor of Christians
By Saint John of Kronstadt

The Holy Church is
God's most supreme,
most holy, most good,
most wise, and most
necessary establishment
upon the earth. She is
"the true tabernacle" of
God, "which the Lord
pitched, and not man"
(Heb. 8:2)—not Luther,
not Calvin, and not Mo-
hammed, nor Buddha,
nor Confucius, nor any
other suchlike sinful,
passionate person. The
Church is a union of peo-
ple established by God,

united among them-
selves by the Faith, Doc-
trine, Hierarchy, and

Mysteries. She is Christ's
spiritual army, equipped
with spiritual weaponry
against the numberless
armed hordes of the
devil: “For we wrestle not
against flesh and blood,
but against principalities,
against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness
of this age, against spir-
itual wickedness in high
places” (Eph. 6:12). She
is a spiritual hospital
where mankind, enfee-
bled by the open wound
of sin, is cured by grace-
filled treatments given by
God—Dby repentance and
communion in the Holy
Mysteries of Christ, in
Christ's Body and Blood,

and by the word of God,
by the instructions and
counsels and consola-
tions of the shepherds of

Christ's rational flock.
She is a common laver
of purification, rebirth,
and sanctification; she is
God's sanctuary in which
all are sanctified by the
Holy Spirit through Bap-
tism, Chrismation, the
Divine  Service, and
other Mysteries. She is
the spiritual sun of the
world, enlightening and
giving life to all who
sit in the darkness and
shadow of death, and
who are dead through
sin [...]

We are members of the
Holy Orthodox Church,
members of the Body of
Christ, whose Head is
Christ God Himself, but
wherein each is a mem-
ber individually; as Christ
is holy, and as He is the

Head of the body,
therefore the members
also must be holy.

Christians are mem-
bers of the Church, and
the Church is the Body
of Christ, with the Head
being Christ Himself,
together with the En-
lightener, the Holy
Spirit. “Christ also loved
the Church and gave
Himself for It ... that He
might present It to Him-
self a glorious Church,
not having spot, or wrin-
kle, or any such thing;
but that It should be
holy and without blem-
ish” (Eph. 5:21-27). You
are the holy and chosen
flock, you are members
of the holy catholic and
apostolic Church. What
indeed is demanded of

you! What holiness,
what truth! What atten-
tion to yourselves!

What spiritual contem-
plation and activity in
secret! What morals,
virtues, what faith, what
hope, what love! What
abstinence, compas-
sion, care for one an-
other, what urging of
one another to virtue!

From My Life in Christ by St.
John of Kronstadt (Jordan-
ville: St. Job, 2000).



Page 3

The Sacrament of Assembly

By Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann

The Liturgy is the “Sacra-
ment of the Assembly.”
Christ came to “gather into
one the children of God
who were scattered
abroad” (John 11:52), and
from the very beginning the
eucharist was a manifesta-
tion and realization of the
unity of the new people of
God, gathered by Christ
and in Christ. We need to
be thoroughly aware that
we come to the temple not
for individual prayer but to
assemble together as the
Church, and the visible
temple itself signifies and is
but an image of the temple
not made by hands. There-
fore, the “assembly as the
Church” is in reality the first
liturgical act, the foundation
of the entire liturgy; and un-
less one understands this,
one cannot understand the
rest of the celebration.
When | say that | am going
to church, it means | am

going into the assembly of
the faithful in order, to-
gether with them, to consti-
tute the Church, in order to
be what | became on the
day of my baptism—a
member, in the fullest, ab-
solute meaning of the term,
of the body of Christ. “You
are the body of Christ and
individually members of it,”
says the apostle (1 Corin-
thians 12:27). | go to mani-
fest and realize my mem-
bership, to manifest and
witness before God and the
world the mystery of the
kingdom of God, which al-
ready “has come in power.”

It has come and is coming
in power—in the Church.
This is the mystery of the
Church, the mystery of the
body of Christ: “where two
or three are gathered in my
name, there am | in the
midst of them” (Matthew
18:20). The miracle of the

church assembly lies in that
it is not the “sum” of the sin-
ful and unworthy people
who comprise it, but the
body of Christ. How often
do we say we are going to
church to obtain help,
strength or consolation?
We forget, meanwhile, that
we are the Church, we
make it up, that Christ
abides in his members and
that the Church does not
exist outside us or above
us, but we are in Christ and
Christ is in us. Christianity
consists not in bestowing
on each the possibility of
personal perfection but first
of all in calling and com-
manding Christians to be
the Church—*a holy nation,
a royal priesthood, a cho-
sen race” ( 1 Peter 2:9)—to
manifest and confess the
presence of Christ and his
kingdom in the world.

The Purpose of the Church
By Archpriest John Shimchick

People gather for various
reasons. Sometimes it is
purely for friendship. Often it
is to support an idea, a posi-
tion, or a particular person.
Other times, people who
might normally never agree
on constructive issues are
united in their rejection of
something or someone.
People gather to preserve
cultures and traditions,
which, in essence, are at-
tempts to preserve parts of
themselves.

Orthodox Christians gather
in their parishes for many of
the same reasons. Yet,
there lies one unmentioned
explanation which distin-
guishes their gathering from
all others. This is based on
the words of Jesus Christ:
“For where two or three are
gathered in my name, there
| am in the midst of them”
(Matt. 18:20). Cultures and
ideologies have come and
gone over the last two thou-
sand years while these

words still resound. They re-
main as the one immovable
stumbling block to those who
might want the Church to be
like some other gathering or
club. These words reveal the
parish as a temporary place
whose existence (just as that
of the sacraments and even
the priesthood) is to prepare
people to enter the Kingdom
of God, the place where
Christ will always be in their
midst.

“We need to
be thoroughly
aware that we
come to the
temple not for
individual
prayer but

fo assemble
together as
the Church.”

“For where two
or three are
gathered in my
name, there |
am in the
midst of them”
(Matt. 18:20).
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Plattsburgh Mission To Purchase Building

with the Help of the Diocese

By Fr. Paul Federoff

Since the start of this mis-
sion station, we have been
fortunate to be able to rent
space in the local Method-
ist church on selected Sat-
urdays. We typically serve
Divine Liturgy only one to
two times per month. Each
time, we have some famil-
iar faces and some new
faces, but always a good
number of souls worshiping
the Lord. We have been
actively searching for a
place of our own, some-
thing that at least is availa-
ble on Sundays.

While searching for a small
place to rent or lease for
Sunday worship, we came
across a building that was
formerly being used as
a funeral home. It would
serve us well for the pre-
sent, and it has room for
growth in the future.
Presently, there is room for
worship space on one side
and fellowship/classroom
space on the other. Down-
stairs is a flexible space
that was being used as a
rental, which could possibly
accommodate a resident

If (and
when) we do grow, the use
of the space can be rear-
ranged with the main floor
entirely for worship and the
lower level for fellowship
and classrooms.

priest and family.

As we had more and more
conversations  with  the
seller, the only real option
became a purchase, not a
lease. This option would
be a dead-end for our
group. We are financially
able to cover a reasonable
lease, but there is no
way that our yet-to-be-
incorporated group would
be able to get a mortgage.

At this point, our diocese
stepped in and made

miracles happen.

What started out as hoping
to be able to worship two
Sundays a month in our
rented space, turned into
the ability to worship every
Sunday in a space of our
own.

At the time of writing this ar-
ticle, we are optimistically
awaiting a few more permit
approvals (to use the build-
ing as a place of worship)
and one last septic re-
pair/inspection. We have
learned not to try and antic-
ipate the timing.

God-willing, we can have a
foothold in the northeast
corner of our state to
bring Orthodoxy to the
faithful. The next closest
Orthodox Church is at least
an hour away in any
direction. We will hopefully
be asking all of our
diocesan churches to
check their closets, base-
ments, and attics for
anything that could be sent
along to the Mission.

Holy and righteous Mother
Olga of Kwethluk, Wonder-
worker of all Alaska, pray to
God for us!



